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Softball falls to OWU, Hiram with painful
struggle and close fight. See pg. 14.
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Art dept. fears Gallery’s outsider focus

SAM COLT
SENIOR NEWS EDITOR

Last weekend, the final
works by senior studio art majors were deinstalled from the
walls of the Graham Gund
Gallery. Since it opened two
years ago, the Gallery has hosted spring senior exhibitions,
and this year they showed
work by Kenyon faculty members.
Yet, studio art students and
faculty say they remain concerned that Gallery administrators may try to eliminate
the shows of Kenyon-affiliated art. Those administrators

“

The idea that we are somehow, after doing
all this work, gonna get the boot and get shoved
out of that space is something that seems
appalling to everyone in this department.”
Read Baldwin, Associate Professsor of Art

counter that the Gallery is intended, first and foremost, for
professional work.
Changing Course
When plans for a new gallery at Kenyon were developed
and revised in the late 2000s,
the inclusion of student and
faculty art was always considered essential.
“[Plans for the Gallery]

went through many different
iterations, and at each stage
and at each iteration, the programming that has always
existed at … Kenyon gallery
[spaces] — which included
senior exhibitions for majors
and faculty group shows every other year — were always
planned to be part of this new
space,” said Associate Profes-

sor of Art Read Baldwin, who
currently chairs the studio art
department. “That continued
right up through the hire of
the current director.”
But as the plan for what
would become the Graham
Gund Gallery neared the beginning of construction, Baldwin suggested the tone of the
discussion changed.
“It started as suggestions
and murmurs and whispers about how maybe there
shouldn’t be students or faculty in this new space,” Baldwin
said. “I suppose page 4
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The New Apartments might soon be missing a
letter of the alphabet. E-block is slated to be decommissioned next year and destroyed at a later date.
In addition, the apartments above the Gambier Grill
will no longer be a housing option for students.
The decision was prompted by the yearly reevaluation of Kenyon’s housing situation, when this year
administrators decided that the campus could afford
the loss of 12 beds.
“In evaluating which properties [we would take
off line], we looked at the ones that had the most
structural deficiencies or serious maintenance issues,” Chief Business Officer Mark Kohlman said,
“and we concluded that the Gambier Grill apartments and the E-block apartments were of page 3

Train and NCA part
GABRIEL BRISON-TREZISE
SPECIAL PROJECTS DIRECTOR

With a designated parking spot, a double-sized room
on the third floor and coveted washer and dryer hookups, North Campus Apartment (NCA) 304C stands out
from its peers. This is the current home of Lisa Train, an
assistant director for Housing and Residential Life. The
College plans to convert the apartment into a student residence this summer, in line with the original wishes of the
Roj family, who financed the NCA, College News Director Mark Ellis said.
While the College has been planning to relocate her for
at least two years, Train said she was not privy to the reason for the change. “I have no direct knowledge of what
happened,” she noted. “I just know that the decision was
made that [304C] would not be an ideal location for a staff
apartment.”
According to Train, senior staff members, including
Chief Business Officer Mark Kohlman and former Assistant Dean for Housing and Residential Life Alicia Dugas,
made the decision to move Train out of her apartment.
The building sits across from the Craft Center, set off from
the rest of the NCAs. College officials tapped 10A, in the
newer NCA loop, to be Train’s new quarters.
“It came to the College’s attention that [NCA 304] was
financed by a donation and the intention was to have that
be student housing,” Ellis said, speaking on behalf of senior staff. “There was really just a problem of page 4
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Near home, worlds apart
Kenyon students have recently formed ties with the under-resourced
East Knox school district to provide tutoring and guidance
GRAHAM REID
STAFF WRITER

Phoebe Roe ’16 can look back at
her high school’s guidance department and remember being shepherded through the intricate process
of applying for college. This memory stands in stark contrast to the
circumstances at East Knox High
School, where one guidance counselor serves the entire district. This is
far from the only difference between
the well-funded school Roe attended
and East Knox.

Wall in Peirce sparks
campus dialogue

P.10

Students shadow
locals for class

This year, Kenyon students have
been pushing to help East Knox,
an effort that began with Roe, who
is also a news assistant for the Collegian. Roe began considering the
school district’s plight last November, and initiated conversations with
East Knox administrators at the end
of the semester.
She started cobbling together a
corps of volunteers through the activities fair, campus-wide emails and
lots of personal outreach. The first
volunteers visited in February.

P.13

LIFE ON THE HILL AS IT HAPPENS:

And the Tommy
goes to...

The partnership spans the entire
East Knox district, which is located
a 10-minute car ride from Kenyon
in Howard, Ohio and comprises an
elementary school and junior-senior
high school, totaling roughly 1,100
students. Kenyon students are involved in after-school mentoring,
college counseling, and classroom
help in reading, math and Spanish at
the elementary-school level through
a group called KABLE. The group
began as The Kenyon ABLE Alliance, working with Knox page 5
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Track breaks
individual records
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Dean of Students Hank Toutain on the KSJP wall
I basically started asking questions about what do
we have here, who is responsible for the installation,
was there approval and so on and so forth. … I found
out roughly when the thing was installed between
what hours it appeared and then subsequently I
found out a faculty member had been involved in

Faulstick will leave for Hanover

some conversations with the students who did the
installation and also subsequently found out that it
had been approved by the associate dean of students. … This potentially gets into lots of other questions about how traditionally we have handled art
installations on campus.

Briefs
‘Kids getting their jollies’ hit Gambier?

VICTORIA UNGVARSKY | COLLEGIAN

Associate Director of Housing and Residential Life Lindsay Faulstick will leave the College
at the end of this academic year, she told Community Advisors (CAs) yesterday. She is taking a
position at Hanover College, her alma mater, in Hanover, Ind.
“You have made me laugh and smile more than I thought possible,” she wrote in an email
to the CAs. “You have made me realize why it is I love working directly with college students.”
This year, Faulstick supervised ResLife’s operations on South Campus. In addition to her degree from Hanover, she has a master’s from the Higher Education and Student Affairs Program
at Indiana University. She arrived at Kenyon two years ago.
Rebecca Gorin ’14, a CA who worked for Faulstick this year, praised Faulstick’s ability to
work with student employees who have many other commitments.
“[Faulstick] has a great attitude; she’s a lot of fun,” Gorin said. “She’s also very realistic. She
understands that we all have a lot on our plate. She’s just a very enjoyable person to work with.”
— David McCabe

Village Record
April 10 – April 17

April 10, 12:11 a.m. — Student seen taking alcohol into McBride Residence Hall. Student
complied while alcohol was disposed of.
April 10, 10:49 a.m. — Student reported window broken by unknown individuals in the
New Apartments while he was sleeping the prior evening.
April 10, 5:52 p.m. — Notice put out for an individual possibly threatening a student.
April 10, 7:37 p.m. — Fire alarm activated in Olin Library. No smoke. No fire. Alarm reset.
April 10, 7:39 p.m. — Safety officer(s) required to do a wellness check on distraught student
in Mather Residence Hall. No other action required at this time.
April 11, 12:08 a.m. — Student found in Norton Residence Hall with open container.
April 11, 12:25 p.m. — Student reported verbal and physical threats from another student in
the Kenyon Athletic Center (KAC).
April 12, 12:19 a.m. — Intoxicated student in the North Campus Apartments (NCA). Transported to Knox Community Hospital (KCH) by squad.
April 12, 12:45 a.m. — Intoxicated student in Caples Residence Hall. Transported to KCH
by squad. Student cited by Knox County Sheriff’s Office (KCSO) for underage consumption.
April 12, 1:30 a.m. — Intoxicated student in Old Kenyon Residence Hall. Assisted by other
students. Campus Safety and squad resumed care.
April 12, 5:33 a.m. — Student complaint of flu-like symptoms in McBride. Transported to
KCH by squad for further evaluation/treatment.
April 12, 9:23 a.m. — Student’s ex on campus. Friends concerned. Safety located and requested the individual leave campus. Individual complied without incident.
April 12, 12:03 p.m. — Visiting student collided with another student during sporting game
on the Intramural Fields. Transported to KCH for evaluation/treatment.
April 12, 7:06 p.m. — Student threw object through the window of other student room in
Leonard Residence Hall. Beer bottle found at scene.
April 12, 7:51 p.m. — Alumni found to be on roof of college building in the Gambier Grill
Apartments. Individuals notified that it is strictly prohibited. Also notified of requirement
to register as guest.
April 13, 12:08 a.m. — Student insistent on entry of closed building in the Science Quad.
Entry repeatedly denied.
April 13, 3:20 a.m. — Students violating quiet hours in Mather.
April 13, 10:42 p.m. — Students found to be using illegal substance in Ralston House. Paraphernalia confiscated, tested positive and turned over to KCSO.
April 14, 4:55 p.m. — Student falsifying parking pass for guest in the NCAs, did not register
guest.
April 14, 11:08 p.m. — Employee complaint of pain in chest, faintness and numbness in left
arm. Transported to KCH via squad for further evaluation and treatment.
April 15, 9:40 p.m. — Alarm sounded in Peirce Hall. Safety officer(s) responded. Smoke
coming from elevator with electric smell. Evacuation continued, fire department responded.
No fire. Electrical component burned up. Maintenance notified. No injuries.

An all-student email sent by Director of Campus Safety Bob Hooper on
Monday warned students of a rise in vehicle break-ins in Gambier. According to Hooper, none of the cars were vandalized on College property — the
targeted vehicles were on East Wiggin Street, Meadow Lane and Zion Road.
“It could just be kids getting their jollies out smashing windows,” Hooper
said, adding that none of the electronics in the cars were stolen, though the
Knox County Sheriff ’s Office is still working with the victims to determine
what is missing.
Hooper advised community members not to leave valuables in their cars.
“Thefts in the county are up, so everybody do what they can to minimize it,”
he said, noting that increasing theft is not uncommon after the snow starts to
melt. “Once the weather breaks, you seem to get a little more of it,” he said.
In case of a break-in, Hooper said students should call the Knox County
Sheriff ’s Office, though if the break-in occurs on campus, the Office of Campus Safety can assist with taking photos of damage and filing a report.
— Madeleine Thompson

Peirce orders more cups. Again.
The abundance of paper cups in the servery means just one thing — plastic
cups are once again making their way out of Peirce in record numbers.
“We are once again running low on plastic cups,” AVI Resident Director
Kim Novak said. “We have an inventory of about 800 cups, and we serve at
least 1600 for each meal, so we are supplementing with paper cups.”
AVI placed an order for 1,800 more plastic cups last week, which they
hope will last them through summer events like commencement and reunion
weekend.
Some students have lamented the culture of stealing cups from Peirce, as
it hurts all who dine there.
“The number of cups we lose each semester is ridiculous,” said Rachel
Bishop ’14, chair of Student Council’s Housing and Dining Committee. “Cups
are not students’ personal property and taking them hurts everyone.”
Novak said AVI is trying new strategies designed to discourage students
from taking cups out of Peirce.
“We are placing a new sign at the register to remind students they may
bring in their own reusable cup,” she said.
Although new cups are headed to the Hill, continually ordering more may
not be sustainable.
“At the rate we lose them, they probably can’t afford to keep replacing
them,” Bishop said.
— Sam Colt

Decatur pledges $5K if seniors donate
Seniors, take out your wallets. If 85 percent of seniors donate to the Kenyon
Fund, President Sean Decatur has promised to donate $5,000 from his own
pocket to support the Fund and the Senior Challenge.
The Senior Challenge is part of Kenyon’s yearly push to get seniors donating to the Kenyon Fund. Administrators hope that by beginning to donate
during their senior year, seniors will continue donating to Kenyon after they
graduate.
“Support for the College both by current students and also by alums is important,” Decatur said.
Decatur said he decided to donate to the fund when he learned that an
anonymous donor had given $10,000 to the fund specifically to support internships.
“I think it’s great that the seniors identified as a priority the internship
support, which I also feel strongly about as a program,” Decatur said.
As for whether or not he’ll be donating to next year’s Senior Challenge, Decatur says we will have to wait to find out.
“I guess if it works, we’ll see,” he said. “If no one actually gives anything
then I guess I won’t.”
— Phoebe Roe

CORRECTIONS

In the article “56,810: Why tuition is so damn high” (April 10, 2014), all data
ref lected the 2012-2013 academic year, not the 2013-2014 as indicated in the
story. The Collegian regrets this error.
In the article “More than Fulbrights: Kenyon steps up scholarship game”
(April 10, 2014), the Collegian implied that Shrochis Karki ’09 had paid full
tuition at Kenyon before receiving the Jack Kent Cooke Foundation fellowship.
Karki was offered a full scholarship to Kenyon, and was eligible for the scholarship, which requires evidence of financial need. The Collegian regrets the error.
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Public installation in Peirce meets praise, backlash
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Kenyon Students for Justice in Palestine’s wall
attempts to foster talk on injustices.
HENRI GENDREAU
NEWS EDITOR

It came in the night, bringing with it controversy and
provocation, delving campus
further into a debate surrounding the nature of art
and advocacy, speech and offense.
A roughly eight-foot wall
was set up inside Peirce Hall
by Kenyon Students for Justice in Palestine (KSJP) late
Sunday to resemble the separation wall in the occupied
territories.
The wall, which KSJP
called a public art installation
in an allstu email, greeted students coming into the servery
on the first day of Passover,
a major holiday celebrating
the liberation of Jews out of
Egypt. The day before the wall
went up, three were killed in
shootings at a Jewish community center and retirement
home outside Kansas City.
After the initial email explained the timing was unintentional, KSJP sent a statement to the student body
Wednesday elaborating on its
goals.
“We recognize that its overlap with Passover this year
may have caused offense to
some Jewish students,” the
email read in part. “We regret
this perceived injury for it was
never our intention to offend
anyone. At no time, however,
did we consider that people

would perceive the celebration
of Passover to be in any way
relevant to the illumination of
an unjust policy of the Israeli
government.” KSJP decided
to address inquiries from the
Collegian through its statement.
“I find it to be really offensive, honestly,” said Jess
Lieberman ’14, who said the
wall and its accompanying f liers did not paint an accurate
picture.
“I recognize that I have a
unique perspective as a religious Jewish person, that
I might see these things that
others might not automatically see, but I just feel like that
these are issues that need to
be taken with sensitivity,” she
said.
Kenyon Hillel Director
Marc Bragin found the timing of the wall’s setup unfortunate and insensitive.
“When you have a cause
that you want to make a statement for, you really have to
think about what that statement says in a wider context,”
he said. “In this case, it ended
up being hurtful and insensitive to have the wall at this
time of year. ... I think they
missed the mark on communicating their cause by being
overshadowed now by people
being upset for what they’re
trying to say.”
Dean of Students Hank
Toutain said he had received

Relay goal falls short
HANNAH STEIGMEYER
FEATURES EDITOR

The seventh annual Kenyon College Relay For Life
(RFL) was held on the Toan
Track in Kenyon’s Athletic
Center on Saturday, drawing in 35 teams and 372 individual participants. The total amount raised when the
event ended was $47,811.09 —
short of their intended goal of
$70,000.
Top
participants
were
Chelsea Katzeman ’14, Zoe
Smith ’15 and Hannah Laub
’16. The top fundraising teams
were the RFL Committee with
$15,849.15, Theta Delta Phi
with $5,829 and the Archon
Society with $5,349.
This year’s fundraising fell
short of the American Cancer
Society’s goal for Kenyon, but,
according to Katzeman, RFL
co-chair, fundraising can take
place throughout the academic year, starting and ending
in August. The Committee is
still accepting donations.
Last year, Kenyon exceeded
its fundraising goal of $50,000
with a total of $70,003, making it the year’s highest RFL
fundraiser per capita in the

HENRI GENDREAU | COLLEGIAN

Kenyon Students for Justice in Palestine erected a wall to bring attention to conditions in the occupied territories.
several complaints from community members who were offended by the wall. On Tuesday, members of KSJP met
with Toutain to discuss the
wall and the discussion KSJP
hopes to foster.
“I think we had a good
conversation,” Toutain said.
“I think we probably all have a
stake in having a safe and supportive environment for all of
us, but for all of us also to engage in a robust exchange of
ideas and perspectives.”
The wall has provoked a
dialogue on the role of art as
advocacy, and the balance between freedom of speech and

Elena Schatell ’15, right, and Willa
Sachs ’16 at Relay ’s fundraiser.
nation. Katie Hardiman ’15,
Archon Society co-president,
said that for the past two
years, they made RFL mandatory for their pledges.
The American Cancer Society will set a new goal for
Kenyon again next year and
the community will challenge
itself yet again. Until then,
donations can still be made to
Relay for Life until August.

KSJP sees it differently.
“Ultimately we believe that
art has the capacity to educate
and inspire, to challenge and
protest,” the group’s statement
read.
Toutain hoped this would
be the case.
“I guess the optimist in me
says there’s a window of opportunity which may not be
open very long, particularly this time of year, for some
maybe making some progress,” Toutain said. “Could we
use this as an opportunity to
wrestle with some difficult issues and to talk with people
who may not share our views?”

Despite 10-year life expectancy, the
future looks bleak for New Apts
Continued from Page 1

EVIE KENNEDY | COLLEGIAN

community values.
In response to the wall
and f liers explaining facts —
which some have taken issue
with — on the walls between
Israel and Palestinian territories, Russel Levine ’14 laid
out a paper around the installation calling KSJP’s efforts
“propaganda.”
Bragin said he took issue
with the assertion that the
wall was an installation art
piece.
“The way it was explained
to me, it was an art project,”
Bragin said. “That’s a political statement, that’s not an art
project.”

the highest priority to take offline.”
Some New Apts — E-Block
not included — were renovated
over the summer in order to
prolong their use. In a Collegian
article published in February,
Kohlman was quoted as saying, “Knowing that we’re going
to need to use those apartments
for at least another decade, we
needed to make some upgrades
to make them last and be comfortable for students.”
Benjamin Grindle-deGraaf
’15, a resident of E-block, listed mold, flimsy doors, rickety
stairs, lack of hot water, dirt
and debris in the bathtubs, the
difficulty of regulating temperature and easy access for bugs
as some of the many issues he
has faced while living in his
New Apt.
“We expected a little bit
higher quality when we chose
this situation last year, but it’s
one thing after another living
here,” Grindle-deGraaf said.
“You get used to it, but it defi-

“

We expected a little bit higher quality
when we chose this situation last year, but it’s
one thing after another living here. ... If you
look at an NCA and then you look at this, it’s
kind of ridiculous that we’re paying the same
price when we have holes in our walls and
bugs that can just crawl under our door.”
Benjamin Grindle-deGraaf ’15

nitely doesn’t need to be like
this, especially for the price you
pay. If you look at an NCA and
then you look at this, it’s kind of
ridiculous that we’re paying the
same price when we have holes
in our walls and bugs that can
just crawl under our door.”
Jack Fraser ’15, who lives
with Grindle-deGraaf in Eblock, is equally repulsed. “A
Maintenance worker who was
cleaning our bathroom told us
she was surprised the College
let anyone live here,” he said.
In fact, it was the maintenance issues that inspired much
of the talk surrounding the
housing decision.
The funds that would have

been used to renovate the
Gambier Grill apartments
and E-block will be funneled
into other, smaller housing
projects across campus, like
new bedroom and lounge furniture and better lighting.
It is unknown when EBlock will be razed. A contractor has yet to be brought
in to provide an estimate for
the cost of demolishing Eblock. In the meantime, the
Gambier Grill apartments
and E-block will remain
standing for the duration of
the 2014-2015 academic year
and will be maintained in
case there is a sudden need
for them.

THE KENYON COLLEGIAN | THURSDAY, APRIL 17 | KENYONCOLLEGIANONLINE.COM

4

Studio art department fights for Gallery exhibition space

Student and faculty accounts reveal a contentious relationship between College artists and Gallery administrators.
Continued from Page 1

they think it diminishes the
high profile of the Gallery.”
Students have also noticed
the tension between the Gallery and the artistic community surrounding it.
“It seems like there is an
argument going on between
[the Gallery and the studio
art department] about showing the senior show at the
Gallery and having faculty
shows at the Gallery,” said
Emily Torrey ’14, a studio art
major whose work was featured in the first senior exhibition in March.
The Gallery’s current director, Natalie Marsh, told
the Collegian the studio art
department’s concerns about
the space were heard and acknowledged by its programming.
“I think that [the studio art faculty] wanted a lot
of what was happening at
the Olin Gallery originally,”
Marsh said, referring to student and faculty shows which
exhibited in Olin. “And a lot
of that has carried over.”
An internal studio art department document obtained
by the Collegian reflects the
limited amount of space that

Gallery administrators allot
to student and faculty work.
The department has calculated work by student and
faculty artists to constitute
5.9 percent of of the Gallery’s
annual programming.
The document, which
maps out the Gallery’s eleven exhibition rooms over a
12-month period, pegs student and faculty use of the
gallery to be no more than
4.5 percent and 1.4 percent
of its annual programming,
respectively. The figures include the annual student exhibition for studio art majors
as well as group faculty shows
and post-sabbatical shows.
“Obviously we’re interested in having the exhibits
that go on in that space touch
many departments and many
aspects of the curriculum,”
Baldwin said. “The idea that
we are somehow, after doing
all this work, gonna get the
boot and get shoved out of
that space is something that
seems appalling to everyone
in this department.”
As Marsh described her
ideal for incorporating faculty art in the gallery, she
stressed placing it alongside
off-campus artists rather

CORA MARKOWITZ | COLLEGIAN

Gund Gallery Director Natalie Marsh has emphasized programming from off-campus artists.
than as standalone exhibits.
“That’s kind of a model
that I think is a great way to
feature faculty, where you’re
showing them alongside other artists around the country
who are focused on similar
themes,” she said.
An Uphill Battle
Marsh told the Collegian
in an April 2012 interview
that showing student and faculty art was not the Gallery’s
primary objective.
“The Gallery is intended

to, by and large, bring in work
from outside. That’s its main
focus,” she said in that interview.
But the Gallery’s focus on
importing off-campus art in
recent years has led to conflict
between studio art faculty
and the Gallery’s administration over the preservation of
senior art major exhibitions.
“Every year, for the past
three or four years, there has
been a constant drumbeat of
wanting to eliminate both

student and faculty shows —
senior shows first and foremost,” Baldwin said. “So every year we have to put in all
kinds of time and energy into
fighting this directive.”
Marsh hesitated to forecast any changes in Gallery
programming, instead pointing to the strategic planning
committee organized by
President Sean Decatur to
evaluate the organization’s
purpose in the community.
“It would be premature

for me to say anything about
where we’ll end up, because
I don’t honestly know,” she
said. “What we do in the future is up to that committee
of a diverse range of people.”
Guiding the Gallery’s
strategic plan is Tom Shapiro, founder of consulting
firm Cultural Strategy Partners. Shapiro has recently
worked on the Rhode Island
School of Design Museum,
the Phoenix Art Museum
and the University of IllinoisChicago’s Gallery 400.
Decatur described the
strategic plan as “taking the
temperature of the Gallery,”
adding that it would serve
multiple purposes.
“It’s helpful to me, as kind
of a newbie to the community, to get a sense of where the
Gallery is,” Decatur said. “I
think it’s helpful to the community overall.”
In an ideal world, studio
art faculty would like student
and faculty art to make up
roughly 10 percent of the Gallery’s annual programming.
Whether that goal is realized
or not will largely depend on
the contents of Mr. Shapiro’s
report, which will be released
this fall.

Train to switch NCAs CSAD furthers inequality debate
Continued from Page 1

communication, and there was no intention to contradict what any donor
wanted,” Ellis added.
When the Collegian requested interviews with Chief Business Officer
Mark Kohlman, who supervises facilities, and Vice President for College
Relations Sarah Karhl, who oversees
major donations, Ellis responded in
their stead.
NCA 304 bears the name Roj
House on a plaque on the building’s
façade. The Roj brothers, Wesley and
Douglas, graduated from Kenyon in
2004 and 2007, respectively. Their
parents, William Roj and Mary Lynn
Durham, maintain strong ties to the
College, volunteering with the Kenyon Alumni Admissions Network. A
College source with direct knowledge
of the Rojs’ contribution history, who
asked to remain anonymous, said the
family donated $1 million to Kenyon to go toward the construction of
NCA 304.
Wesley Roj, now a graduate student at Ohio University, declined
to comment on-the-record for this
story. Former President S. Georgia
Nugent, one of the players behind the
campaign to build the NCAs, did not
immediately respond to request for
comment.
While Train conceded the move
would be a disruption, she said it
would be “a little easier for me this
time, because I know where everything’s going to go, because basically
I’m moving from one apartment to a
mirror image of the same apartment.
“I’m given the time to move,

which is good,” she said. “It would
be a lot more difficult, I think, if they
asked me to move right before closing or opening or during a holiday
or something like that, but they were
able to work with me to make sure
I had enough time to pack up and
move.”
“It’s more than just a student moving a room,” she noted. Train owns a
queen-sized bed, as well as dressers
and other large pieces of furniture
that she’ll have to ferry across both
NCA loops to 10A. She added, however, that the College was helping
cover the cost of the move and further
accommodating her by building a
sidewalk to what will be her patio and
the main entrance to her apartment.
“I’m happy with the apartment
that was chosen,” Train said, adding
that she was pleased she would have a
relatively isolated yard where her dog
could play without “tripping over students all the time and annoying them
and pestering them.”
Train also emphasized that NCA
10 is easily accessible, both for students, due to its adjacency to the bluetinted Allen House, and for herself,
thanks to the personal parking spot
she’s been promised.
“When you’re a live-in staff member, sometimes you have to live where
the school tells you to live,” Train said.
While acknowledging that miscommunication occurred between
the donors, administrators and builders, Ellis claimed the problem was one
the College was “quick to correct.”
“It was just an innocent mistake, is
what it was,” Ellis said.

ERIC GELLER
SOCIAL MEDIA DIRECTOR

Kenyon College became a hub
for the American economic inequality debate last week when
a diverse group of journalists,
academics, think tank researchers and government officials descended on the Hill for the Center
for the Study of American Democracy (CSAD) conference “The
Politics of Economic Inequality.”
The Collegian covered the
opening address by former Congressional Budget Office director Douglas Holtz-Eakin in last
week’s issue, but the rest of the
conference played out after that
issue’s deadline. Last Thursday
and Friday, faculty, students and
community members attended
talks by famed political scientist Robert Putnam and former
Council of Economic Advisers
chairman Austan Goolsbee, as
well as a collection of panels that
tackled economic inequality from
several different angles.
Last Thursday morning, Assistant Professor of Political Science
Thomas Karako, CSAD’s director, welcomed the audience at the
“Public Policy and Inequality”
panel by saying, “I’m going to say
this all day long, but I think this
is going to be my favorite panel.”
The discussion, moderated by
Associate Professor of Political
Science David Rowe, was full of
competing graphs and economic
indicators, as the Economic Policy Institute’s Ross Eisenbrey and

“

We can think that mobility is high enough— and I
do — but it’s not the case that it’s worsened over time.”
Scott Winship, Manhattan Institute Senior Fellow

the Manhattan Institute’s Scott
Winship presented dueling narratives about incomes and economic mobility in the U.S.
“We can think that mobility isn’t high enough— and I do
— but it’s not the case that it’s
worsened over time,” Winship
said during the panel, which also
included MSNBC’s Suzy Khimm
and William Galston from the
Brookings Institution.
At the Public Narratives
about Inequality panel that afternoon, the New York Times’ Ross
Douthat, the Washington Post’s
Jim Tankersley and “Marketplace’s” Lizzie O’Leary discussed
how the media covers economic
inequality.
O’Leary played a “Marketplace” report about Walmart employees relying on food stamps to
shop at their employer’s stores.
Afterward, Douthat, a conservative columnist for the Times,
criticized “journalistic narratives
that don’t deal with some of the
economic tradeoffs” of different
policies. He said the price of the
basket of goods for a workingclass American has gone down in
recent decades.
This prompted O’Leary and
Tankersley to point out that health
care and education costs have, in
fact, risen. Douthat, relating his

comment back to the “Marketplace” story about Walmart, responded he had only been referring to literal necessities like food.
Goolsbee’s talk on Thursday
night began on a light note when
he highlighted an article in last
week’s Collegian to illustrate the
difference between facts and interpretation. He referred to the
article “SMAs, DAs, experience
surge in membership applications” by Maya Kaufman ’17, poking fun at its description of the
position of Beer and Sex adviser
as “a competitive, sought-after
job.”
“Indeed, I’m sure it is,” Goolsbee said. “Evidently there’s been
explosive growth in the number of applicants.” He called this
observation a fact and then contrasted it with the interpretation
of Beer and Sex Co-President
Emily Estus ’14, who, he said, “attributed the explosive demand for
this job to … programming.”
“Yes,” Goolsbee said, prompting laughter from the crowd. “I’m
sure the Beer and Sex advisory
position was popular because of
the Polar Plunge.”
Visit the Collegian’s Storify account and The Thrill for full CSAD
recaps and exclusive video interviews, respectively.
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Cash-strapped, local East Knox School District has struggled to maintain
services for students. A new group at Kenyon is trying to lend a hand.
Continued from Page 1

County’s Adult Basic Literacy
Education program, but has since
expanded to East Knox. At the
high-school level, the Partnership
of East Knox and Kenyon (PEKK)
sends volunteers to teach short
classes in place of electives the
school can no longer afford to offer
and assist with after-school mentoring.
The district’s financial woes are
rooted in the economic downturn
and corresponding reduced state
and federal funding, according
to district superintendent Steve
Larcomb. Eight consecutive levies failed, bringing East Knox into
a state of fiscal emergency — the
district has gone through a 50-percent reduction in staff, including
retirements, leaving it short 19
teachers. “We are woefully understaffed,” Larcomb said.
“We’ve cut into the bone marrow here,” he said.
At the elementary school, Kenyon volunteers working through
KABLE provide extra help for
students lagging behind in reading and math and also offer Spanish tutoring. Vice Principal Corby
Frere has been pleased with the
program. “It’s been a really wonderful experience,” she said.
The Kenyon students provide
important classroom support
since teachers can’t slow down to
work one-on-one when a student
needs extra help. Staff cuts eliminated instructors who filled this
role, leaving a gap Kenyon students hope to fill.
Frere also praised the commitment of the Kenyon volunteers. “It
was really nice to have some consistency on that day-to-day basis
for the volunteers at KABLE to
come in to provide that service,”
she said.
High school Vice Principal and
Athletic Director Derick Busenberg echoed Frere’s sentiment, but
about PEKK volunteers. “The people who have been coming have
been very regular,” he said. “I’ve
been pleased with that, because
that was a concern.”
PEKK has tried to organize
responses to some of the high
school’s most glaring needs; since
staff are not available to teach most
elective courses, students must
take several study hall periods in
their schedule. Volunteers lead
classes during study halls, provide
physical activities during lunch
and tutor students in after-school
mentoring sessions.
PEKK is trying to fill these gaps
by teaching yoga and gym, taekwondo and ballroom dance. The
diversity of programming plays
an important role for East Knox
students, according to Busenberg.
“Our kids are being exposed to
some different things,” he said.

VICTORIA UNGVARSKY | COLLEGIAN

Above, snapshots from a day in the life of East Knox students. Kenyon volunteers are working to provide extra help for
the school district, including teaching electives and tutoring in a variety of subjects.
Nick Gasbarro, president of
the Kenyon chapter of Beta Theta
Pi fraternity, saw the opportunity,
through PEKK, for his chapter to
do regular volunteer work. Two to
five Betas go to East Knox every
Tuesday during the high school
lunch period.
“We thought it was fitting to
essentially conduct gym class because we’re all pretty athletic guys,
and we’re interested in that kind of
thing,” Gasbarro said. “They want
to go back and interact more and
help the kids more. It is a good
time.”
PEKK has also sought to bring
college counseling help to East
Knox. One guidance counselor
serves the entire district; with
her time spread thin, East Knox

students often lack college planning resources. Faith Masterson
’16 visits East Knox weekly with
other Kenyon students to provide
advice and information about college. Masterson also hopes to teach
a class in the fall in which students
can work on applications and
learn about the application process
and other life skills.
Masterson sees college advice
as important but wants to be helpful to students with diverse goals.
“I also want it to prepare people
who don’t want to go to college —
for example, those who just want
to go straight into the workforce
right after high school — so that
they know how to conduct proper
job interviews and make a proper
resume,” she said. “One guidance

counselor can’t do that for [every high
schooler].”
In order to help East Knox High
School students get information
about college, PEKK also organized
a visit to Kenyon for the school’s juniors.
Kenyon’s Assistant Director of
Admissions Whitney Hawkins gave
a presentation to the visiting students
on the major details of the college and
financial aid application process. “I
think it was a huge success to get them
here and get them thinking about college and pointing themselves in the
direction that they need to be in,”
Hawkins said. “Plus they seemed to
have a lot of fun.”
Hawkins shared her own experience in telling East Knox students
about college accessibility. “I went to

to a small, rural, underfunded,
public high school similar to
theirs,” she said.
East Knox guidance counselor Karen Smith characterized the visit day as a positive
and enlightening experience
for the students.
“I didn’t hear one complaint
about anything, except that
they would have liked to have
more time in the cafeteria,” she
said.
Kenyon volunteers have
found their work at East Knox
to be deeply rewarding. “These
kids are so great,” Masterson
said.
Felix Janssen ’16, who volunteers as a mentor and college
advisor, said he also finds the
work fulfilling. “The more you
get to know them, and they get
to know you too, you develop
some kind of personal relationship with them,” he said.
East Knox administrators
have been impressed with the
efforts: “The Kenyon students
have been phenomenal, just
very professional,” Larcomb
said.
Janssen thinks the impact
of Kenyon volunteers goes beyond the specific concepts they
teach.“Everybody knows that
[East Knox] got cut a lot of
money. ... [East Knox students]
don’t feel like people take an interest in them,” he said. “Knowing that there are a lot of people
who want to get to know them,
who want to help them, who are
interested in them, who believe
in them, I think that’s another
huge impact that we’re having.”
The juxtaposition between
the community’s financial neglect of the district and volunteer contributions exists on an
institutional level, too. “The
community, meaning Kenyon,
really wanted to step up and
help East Knox Local, which is
wonderful,” Frere said. “That’s
kind of foreign to us. … We get
minimum help.”
The effort has garnered
praise from leadership at East
Knox for its rapid expansion.
“I feel like the program’s progressing incredibly well, very
quickly,” Busenberg said. “The
involvement and support from
Kenyon has been outstanding.
For the most part our kids are
taking well and benefiting from
the program.”
This semester marks the beginning of the partnership; at
East Knox and Kenyon alike,
volunteers and administrators
are eagerly planning next year’s
efforts. Longevity is one of PEKK’s main goals. “I’m expecting this to last past when [Roe
and I] both graduate,” Masterson said.
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OPINIONS
EDITORS: REBECCA DANN and
ANNA DUNLAVEY

STAFF EDITORIAL

New Apts:
find a solution

Every year as the housing lottery approaches, rising sophomores and juniors are quickly excited by the prospect of moving out of
the dorms and into an apartment with their
friends. While having a half-kitchen, common room and private bathroom sounds like
a great deal, is it such a bargain if these amenities come in an apartment that appears to be
just months from crumbling to the ground?
The New Apts have been home to students
for more than 40 years and despite complaints
by residents each year, they are still considered
to be coveted housing at Kenyon. All this despite the paper thin, peeling walls, mice infestations and an everlasting stench that hangs in
damp air. The deprecating state of New Apts
is no secret among students. Chief Business
Officer Mark Kohlman freely admits that the
New Apts are in terrible shape. The administration has finally decided that something
must be done, and have begun renovating several of the New Apt blocks. However, this year
they have decided that E-block has become
too costly to maintain and have opted to tear
it down.
The problem of New Apts needs a more
concrete solution — and fast. While many students simply just laugh about the conditions
in New Apts, calling maintenance or generating a makeshift solution on their own is not
a long-term solution. What happens when the
heat breaks for good or a hole in the wall becomes larger than a small rodent? When does
the cost of maintaining New Apts outweigh
the option of tearing them down and building
new housing?
We imagine that this is a question that administrators have asked themselves. And they
have an answer: This semester, Kohlman told
us that he expects the buildings to stand for
another ten years. Given the most recent news
about E-Block — we wonder if that’s a realistic
time frame.
As soon as possible, administrators need to
figure out how to either renovate the New Apts
to the point that they are more liveable — and
we do not believe that the current renovations
meet this goal — or come up with a plan to
eliminate them and replace the lost beds.
It is true that the New Apts have character. But students deserve to live in housing that
isn’t falling apart. As Kenyon’s Board makes
decisions about the future of housing on this
campus, we hope that they will make addressing the New Apts a priority.

The opinions section is a space for members of the community to discuss issues relevant to the campus and the world
at large. The opinions expressed on this page belong only to the writer. Columns and letters to the editors do not reflect the
opinions of The Kenyon Collegian staff. All members of the community are welcome to express opinions through a letter to
the editor.
The Collegian reserves the right to edit all letters and articles that are submitted for length and clarity. The Collegian cannot accept anonymous or pseudonymous letters, and rarely accepts anonymous articles. Letters must be signed by individuals,
not organizations, and must be 250 words or less. Letters must also be received no later than the Sunday prior to publication. Members of the editorial board reserve the right to reject any submissions at their discretion. Articles and letters may be
submitted to dannr@kenyon.edu or dunlaveya@kenyon.edu.
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It’s as easy as 1,2,3: clean up after yourself
ANNIE SHESLOW
CONTRIBUTOR

Fellow Kenyon students, please
bear with me as I delve into one of
the deeper unsolvable questions of
reality: why are we all so gross?
I can sort of understand the
mid-party confidence that encourages chucking an empty Keystone
can into the air because Katy Perry’s “Roar” is playing in the Bullseye. Your party brain assures itself
that the can will fly to the recycling
bin on the breeze of weekend optimism. But either the raccoons are
getting a lot more zealous in kidnapping bits of trash and displaying them around campus or people
are becoming more careless. We
can no longer fashion ourselves as
royalty who lord over all of South
Quad expecting a humble servant
to clean up after our apathetically
left messes.
I have no qualms about people
being slobs in private, because, being one, that would be hypocritical.
Being messy around campus is different, because it suggests a certain
level of snobbery toward our maintenance department, which works
so hard to keep our campus look-

ing as magically Hogwarts-like
as possible. Being gross by leaving smeared blackberry jam on a
square table in Peirce, for example,
also communicates disrespect for
other students and community
members who use the space. I am
an expert on laziness and can say
that taking 30 seconds to mop up
a jam swath saves an AVI worker a
good five minutes of scrubbing the
sticky mess when it hardens into
what resembles fruit glue after a
couple hours.
While my medical knowledge
derives from watching several
seasons of Scrubs and browsing
WebMD every time I get a cough,
I am pretty sure a lot of the viruses invading campus would have a
much harder time spreading if we
were less gross. Just little stuff like
washing your hands after being
on or around a toilet; not sneezing
on the back of the person’s neck in
front of you in seminar; wiping the
sink down if it looks like the floor
of a salon after you gave yourself
Zooey Deschanel bangs; and refraining from hacking spit bubbles
onto the Ascension steps is a good
start. A good rule of thumb is to
ask yourself if there is any chance
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your behavior or hygiene choices
might give someone diarrhea. If
the answer is yes, probably stop,
unless you for some reason want to
get revenge on an enemy that way,
which is cruel and weird.
In all seriousness, this is one of
the hardest pieces I have ever written. I struggled with this article
because I know most people don’t
want to be the subject of or the audience for a marathon of overdramatic whining. As much as I am
in complete awe of the power of
mothers, I don’t want to seem like
the campus’s mom, so frustrated
at the laziness of her son that she is
ready to spend his college fund on
a weekend full of mistakes at the
Borgata in Atlantic City.
I don’t want to pick on people
and make anyone feel as though I
am in some impervious cloud of
perfection. Of course, on her magic
measuring tape, I am a couple cozy
centimeters below Mary Poppins
in terms of perfection.
My self-reflection on my position as an Opinions columnist extends partly from the judgmental
nature of this piece as well as my
recent millionth viewing of the
2007 Pixar classic Ratatouille, in

which food critic Anton Ego describes the thrill ride of writing critique: “[Critics] risk very little, yet
enjoy a position over those who offer up their work and their selves to
our judgment. We thrive on negative criticism, which is fun to write
and to read.”
Stepping on the bothersome
habits of other people in order to
rant about them publicly does not
make me innocent of the same
habits, but it does make for an entertaining read.
Know that I am not sitting on
my high horse (which I have converted into a living duster by tying Swiffer cloths to his hooves),
waving like a princess to the filthy
masses with Purell-glistened
palms. Most likely I am in Peirce
blowing my nose slyly behind the
Newscope fliers, wearing a sweater
that has an old soup stain below
my left boob that I may or may not
have noticed. I am right here with
you when I say let’s pull ourselves
up by those muddy laces and clean
up our act.
Annie Sheslow ’15 is an English major from Wilmington, Del.
She can be reached at sheslowa@
kenyon.edu.
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The ‘Bubble’: a Kenyon advantage
MATTHEW ELEY
CONTRIBUTOR

One of the great victuals of travel is
the unexpected vantage point. It is always
sudden and inconceivable, adding curious meaning to what we see from it — a
meaning not inherent, yet somehow essential upon its being seen. A long-held
favorite of mine (a vintage vantage, perhaps) is on Route 229, approaching Gambier from the east. The tree-line along a
cornfield vanishes, and in the distance
Kenyon tacks out from the surrounding
hills like a great earthen ship, all arbor
and spire and tower.
Life has these vantage points, too, and
I have been coming across a good helping
of them — not because I am particularly
favored by the scenery but because, imitating others, I have begun to seek them
out. “Experience slowly overcoming
duncehood,” a sound motto for my life.
It occurs to me that these four years at
Kenyon are a peculiar vantage point and
about as fleeting as those spied from the
car. It is of equal caliber to the other vantages of life other folks around the world
experience, but certainly more agreeable than some. We are brought here for
a good long spell, fed well and taught
well, and do very little in the way of unenjoyable work — all in the historicallygrounded belief we will amount to something.

“

If there is any sentiment in Knox County about Kenyon,
it is that our time here is a gift to be used responsibly –– not
an excess to be rejected piously.”

And so we often do. But no wonder
that we occasionally hear the Kenyon
vantage point derided as a “bubble,” usually by our own members. It most certainly is. We are certainly not the “real
world,” nor did we ever set out to be —
and that is of value. Leastways, I did not
come to Kenyon to experience what it
would be like not to come to Kenyon. I
suppose it puzzled me initially, then, that
some seem fixated on the idea of “getting
off the Hill” after working rather hard to
get onto it.
It is sometimes suggested Kenyon
introduce “business skills” into its classrooms, and more “practical” matters into
the mostly staid curriculum. Some modern educational theorists think the liberal
arts to be a good main course but a better
side dish; we are not prepared enough, it
is thought and believed, for real life or its
travails.
Engineers might as well complain
that their schools do not prepare them
to be successful crankshafts. Liberal arts
enables us to create meaning, not simply have it. Irene Britt, president of Pepperidge Farm, had a lovely talk on campus this week to that effect — she will
forgive me for appropriating her lecture,

I hope. Britt had about her the sort of vim
of one who had taken the full measure of
wealth offered by the liberal arts, but also
of the sort of person who most deserves
them. She understood that an individual
must make use of the liberal arts, not expect them to make her useful.
I suspect that the world is confused by
recent suggestions in academia to move
liberal arts schools toward more “practical” educations. The assumption among
most, it seems to me, is that if liberal arts
makes us haughty or serves us badly, it is
because we are individually poor masters. If there is any sentiment in Knox
County about Kenyon, it is that our time
here is a gift to be used responsibly — not
an excess to be rejected piously.
The view from 229 is telling of a great
deal; our buildings seem organic and
hewn from the Hill rather than built
there. It is an island, separate from the
hills around it but equally natural; placed
with purpose, not hubris, with the intent its residents eventually return to and
learn from the mainland. It is a grand
view for more reasons than one.
Matthew Eley ’15 is an English major,
IPHS concentrator from Howard, Ohio. He
can be contacted at eleym@kenyon.edu.

Removing anonymity would fail to
address the root of online negativity
LAUREN TOOLE
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

“This author is clearly a tool.”
“[This comment has been moderated
because it included a malicious and personal attack against the author.]”
By spring of 2012, I was used to comments like these. It was five months into
my work on The Thrill — the Collegian’s
blog — and I was terrified of writing a post
in fear of drawing reactions like these from
the student body. Two “10 O’Clock List”s
I had written, “Five Creepiest Places on
Campus” and “10 Weirdest Things About
Kenyon Nightlife,” inspired a commenting frenzy. Some were supportive, some
were negative and others were downright
harassing, later transitioning from cyberassaults into verbal ones. But they almost
all had something in common.
Nearly every single comment was submitted anonymously.
The Thrill has come under attack for
its commenting policy — particularly for
allowing anonymous commenting. These
are not new allegations. Since The Thrill’s
inception in 2011, it has dealt with harmful, negative anonymous commenting at
some point or another, with this added
critique from its readers: if you didn’t allow anonymous commenting, this cycle of
vicious commenting would end.
I respectfully disagree.
People will still say nasty things if they
want to. Disallowing anonymous commenting will not create nicer people. If the
intended goal is to promote a more positive
dialogue within The Thrill’s readership,
who in turn will write more constructive
comments, the answer is not to lift the
veil of anonymity; it is to appeal directly
to those who write threatening comments
like “Looks like someone hasn’t learned
their lesson on what it means to be nice.”

Anonymous attacks on The Thrill
happen because
commenters
believe it is appropriate to write negative, harmful things
about one another
in a public forum. That is
the problem
here — not the
comments section.
And The Thrill has taken important
steps to moderate that dialogue through
an instructive and carefully thought-out
policy that does not tolerate language that
harrasses, targets or discriminates against
an individual or group. Its policy is so detailed because The Thrill’s editors believe,
as do I, in free and open discourse and
recognizes that the Internet is an important platform on which dialogue can occur.
Take Project for Open Voices. They
have changed the way Kenyon students
view issues like sexual assault and discrimination by allowing anonymous narratives in which individuals can openly
discuss personal, painful stories. In addition, a number of adolescents have found
that the Internet is a safe space where they
can anonymously explore their sexuality. This is especially imperative given the
harsh realities of a world that hasn’t wholly accepted those who identify as LGBTQ.
Anonymity isn’t the problem. It’s a
general lack of compassion extending itself into social media. Sure, The Thrill
could choose to do away with anonymous
commenting in order to appease its readers, but such a step would not address the
larger problem. It would, rather, just re-

move one outlet where students and readers can express negative and hurtful sentiments
about others, but it
would not re-

move
those sentiments. In order to
truly change the discourse
that takes place in The Thrill’s
comments section and in other
anonymous forums, commenters need to
consider whether or not compassion is a
core value, not only personally but also for
the greater Kenyon community.
The comments on my posts seriously
forced me to reconsider my role as a writer
and journalist. Those criticisms taught me
that when I attach my name to a post or
article, I am promising my readers that
the facts I present are true and accurate —
that the opinions I present merit consideration. But more importantly I learned that
I don’t publish articles or stories in a vacuum, and that whatever I write will affect
others. None of that would have happened
without my experiences with The Thrill.
I would hazard to guess this wasn’t my
critics’ intended goal. Perhaps those who
commented anonymously on my posts
genuinely believed their opinions were
well-intentioned and promoted a free exchange of ideas. But I suspect the majority
were trying to intimidate me into retracting my post and peer-pressure me into
never writing again.
Guess what? It didn’t work.
Lauren Toole ’14 is an English major
from Belmont, NC. She welcomes any and
all commments, anonymous or otherwise,
at toolel@kenyon.edu.

Quick
Complaints
“The housing lottery was
entirely too long.”
- Kate Prince ’17
“Apparently they throw away the Peirce
dishes that people leave on top of
trash cans in the library?”
- Paul Hoehn ’14
“Literally why is it snowing?”
- David Vance ’14
“Why are all due dates in April?”
- Natalie Staples ’14
“People are stealing entire boxes of
matzah from Peirce.”
- Becky Gorin ’14
“Ralston has no heat, and that is upsetting.”
- Wanufi Teshome ’16
“The bananas are too hard to peel.”
- Derek Hoare ’17
“Snow in April.”
- Izzy Johnson ’15 and
Kate Faigen ’15
“The lines at the Fusion station have
been way too long since they
started heating pasta in
individual pans.”
- Lila Greco ’15
“I don’t know enough people
in my class.”
- Stephanie Cordonnier ’15
“This campus will never get
rid of its germs.”
- Madi Thompson ’16
“I don’t know why everyone is
complaining about the snow.”
- Daniel Cebul ’17
“I’m going to miss my friends
when they go abroad.”
- Rishi Choubey ’16
“I feel like a burden when I ask
for gluten-free pasta.”
- Kathleen Low ’16
“The St. Vincent concert
in Columbus was canceled.”
- Brandon Roman ’16
“There needs to be more gluten-free
desserts.”
- Katie Hardiman ’15
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QUICK
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“My friends are
incredibly patient
when I try to show
them magic tricks.”
- Luke Kresslein ’15

“I love Alex Britt ’15.”
- Kenyatta Viel ’17

“Richard Dennis ’17
gives hugs that are
almost divine.”
- Max Pierce ’17

An educated home: a peek inside a professor’s abode
RACHEL DRAGOS
STAFF WRITER

According to many Kenyon
students, the close relationships
between students and faculty are
one of the best parts of the “Kenyon experience.” Because many
professors live in Gambier, that
relationship can lead to the surreal
experience of being invited into a
professor’s home. As will be shown
in this series, a Kenyon professor’s
home is often an extension of the
classroom — carefully crafted over
the years to reflect each professor’s
passions and experiences.
Over the last 20 years, Professor of American Studies Peter Rutkoff’s home has grown to reflect
his love for travel and art. Set off in
the woods of Gambier, the home
is surrounded by Ohio’s natural
landscape as well lovely gardens. A
winding stone path leads through
these gardens to Rutkoff’s front
door. Rutkoff said that what originally drew him to the house 20
years ago was that “it could have
been in the woods in upstate New
York. It’s open and it’s private.”
When asked if he could point
out some special objects that reflect his interests, Rutkoff replied, “Everything,” while gesturing around him. “There’s West
African statues, there’s southern
United States carvings,” he said.
“I guess I generally gravitate to
folk art. I find things that just

In this first installment of a multi-part series, the Collegian visited Professor of
American Studies Peter Rutkoff’s house to take a look around.
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Rutkoff ’s home is full of art and momentos from his trips abroad, including West African statues and southern United States carvings.
speak to me.”
One of these objects is a colorful piece of Caribbean art depicting a snake climbing a tree. In
bright blue, it stands out among
a wide array of art lining his fireplace mantle. According to Rutkoff, it’s called drapeau, French for
“flag.” The snake in the drawing
is the voodoo god Damballa, who
is known for magical protective
properties. The artwork itself is
an example of “West African deities translated into Caribbean cul-

ture,” according to Rutkoff.
Hanging off one of his bookshelves and facing the large wall
of windows that look out on the
wooded backyard is a “linguist
staff” from West Africa. “Every
tribal chief in West Africa has
someone who speaks for them
called a linguist, because you are
not supposed to directly address a
chief.”
The staff functions as a symbol
for the linguist position. On the
top of the staff is a figure of two an-

imals sharing the same stomach,
which, according to Rutkoff, symbolizes, “We are all in this world
together and we need to share it.”
Some may recognize the home
as a set from Josh Radnor’s ’96
2012 film, Liberal Arts. Radnor,
who was a student and friend of
Rutkoff’s, approached Rutkoff
early on about using his home as
part of the film. “It fit his mind and
what he imagined,” Rutkoff said.
It’s easy to imagine what Radnor saw in the home, with its

feelings of both homeyness and
worldliness. “Spaces always define
themselves in different ways,” Rutkoff said.
When asked if he had a favorite spot in his home, he looked
around the living room in which
he sat, saying, “This is the nicest
public space. It’s the place where
I feel at home. It’s the place where
things I like are out, for people to
see. This is a rug I got in Turkey,
this is a table my best friend made.
It’s like everything has a story.”

Greeks and faculty fill up on discussion over lunch

“

CORA MARKOWITZ
PHOTO EDITOR

Kenyon’s Greek life may
be known for throwing its
fair share of parties, but
members of Greek organizations say that its academic side is often overlooked
or dismissed.
This year, Greek Council
has taken new steps to foster a relationship between
professors and Greek students in order to promote
academics in the Greek
community.
Manjul Bhusal Sharma
’16, current academic coordinator and next year’s
president of Greek Council,
organized a program for
Greek students to interact
outside the classroom with
professors to learn and
discuss subjects that they
might not get to talk about
in their day-to-day classes.
Through the FacultyGreek Lunches program,
Bhusal Sharma, who writes
for the Collegian’s features
section, hopes to bring together students and professors by having them sit
down to discuss a topic to-

By funding this series of lunches, we hope
to see ... faculty gain a greater appreciation
for the work done by our students.”
Pamela J. Faust, Executive Assistant to the President
and Provost

SAM FILKINS

Professors met with Greek students at the KI to discuss how religion is possible today.
gether over lunch at the Kenyon Inn.
“Kenyon
advertises
learning outside of class
and about things that a
certain course might not
cover, or things that someone might be interested in
but they don’t have the time
for because of scheduling
conflicts,” Bhusal Sharma
said. “So that’s when I had
this idea. The main aim of
this program is to bridge
the gaps — if there are any
existing gaps — between

faculty and Kenyon Greeks,
and let both parties know
about each other’s work and
the impact they’ve made on
campus.”
Bhusal Sharma was able
to get the program going
thanks to funding from
the Kenyon College Community Development Fund
(KCCDF), which contributed $900.
“By funding this series
of lunches,” Executive Assistant to the President and
Provost Pamela J. Faust

said, “We hope to see not
only faculty gain a greater
appreciation for the work
done by our students in
Greek organizations, but
to see our students gain
a sense for how they are
viewed on campus now ...
the intent of the KCCDF is
to facilitate new opportunities for students to gain
great ‘life advice’ outside of
the classroom.”
The first of the lunches, which will occur every
other week, took place last

Wednesday, April 9 at the
Kenyon Inn. Ennis Edmonds, associate professor
of religious studies, and
Yang Xiao, associate professor of philosophy, led
a discussion on the topic,
“How is Religion Possible
Today?”
Both professors brought
up
thought-provoking
questions. “We probably
have the largest churches
and the largest mosques we
have ever had in history today, Edmonds said. “People
give different answers to
this and one of the answers
lies in the limit of science.
Science tells us how, but science doesn’t tell us why. Is
the only reality that which
we can touch and taste?”
The lively debate made
the hour fly by, with every attendee engaging in
the discussion, debating a
highly contentious topic

in a respectful yet intense
manner. “I thought it went
great,” Bhusal Sharma said,
“because the two professors
were really stimulating the
students to participate and
they had different opinions about the topic, which
made it even more fun.”
The program may be
new, but Bhusal Sharma
said that its the structure
has already been determined.
“Every week before the
event, like two weeks before the event is supposed
to happen, I call for suggestions from Greeks,”
said Bhusal Sharma. “…
I ask them about topics they want to discuss
or professors they would
want to have lunch …
then I bring it up in the
Greek Council meeting, and we decide what
sounds like a good idea.”
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Cuba
CAROLINE DEL GIUDICE
CONTRIBUTOR

beach and pool — plus unlimited mixed rum drinks
and paddle boating on the
Bay of Pigs. That doesn’t
make a lot of sense to me,
but in Cuba, not a lot makes
sense.
There are a lot of misconceptions about Cuba by
Americans, probably due
to the lack of interaction
between our countries and
certainly because we are
not taught about it. People
think of a country stuck in
time, of cigars and old cars,
but that’s not a reality. 		
It is true that parts of the
country do look untouched
from the 1950s; I’ve been to
suburban neighborhoods
and friends’ houses, and
from the outside it feels like
I’m walking through the
neighborhood in The Brady
Bunch, and the streets are
filled with Chevrolets and
Fords from the 1950s.
But once inside their
houses and cars, you can
feel the strain of this socialist revolution on the daily lives of the people. The
houses are practically empty of furniture and food, but
full of people. The cars are
all stripped on the inside
and serve as collective taxis.
The majority of my Cu-

Through mishaps, tons
of paperwork and temporary unenrollment from
Kenyon, I am studying
abroad in Havana, Cuba
this semester. This is a rare
opportunity for an American, and I’m not taking my
time here for granted. That
being said, Cuba is an overwhelming place.
I came to Cuba for a week
two years ago. Being a tourist is very different from living here, but the main thing
I came away with then was
a huge sense of contradiction. That is proving to still
be true.
An entertaining example is that my study-abroad
program took us to visit the
infamous Bay of Pigs. It was
an educational trip, complete with participation of
our United States-Cuban
Relations professor.
I expected we would go
to a museum or a monument, maybe hear a lecture;
instead, we pulled up in
a private minibus to a resort hotel built right on the
beach where the Americans
tried to invade. We were
treated to a buffet lunch and
an all-inclusive day at the
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ban friends are young men
who don’t work and spend
their days skateboarding in
the Vedado neighborhood.
They make money from
sporadic jobs or remittances from family abroad, then
spend it on rum or drugs.
They seek out foreigners
to talk about American culture, get our music, use our
Internet, ask for our belongings and, in most cases, try
to date our women. It’s hard
to have legitimate relationships here; the entire time
you ask yourself if this person wants to be your friend
because you’re American or
because he genuinely likes
you.
Then there are the men
who propose to me on the
street — the incredibly appealing toothless, dirty,
old men who offer me their
hand so they can come to
America. But at the same
time the foreigners — myself included — take novelty in having Cuban friends
and novios. We’re exploiting them as well — for their
company and direction.
School is a different story. In general, the university
students don’t show much
interest in us, but they don’t
show much interest in the

Senior Class Total:

40

COURTESY OF CAROLINE DEL GIUDICE

Caroline Del Giudice ’15 poses in Havana, Cuba during her unique abroad experience.
classes either. In one of the
classrooms, there are posters advertising trips to Turkey through a travel agency.
On the adjacent wall, there
is a poster of Fidel Castro
and a quote referring to the
University of Havana: “Aquí
me hice revolucionario.”
I have a hard time believing that the revolutionary
and youthful Fidel would
be pleased to see the ads for
Turkey or the students clad
in American clothes, typing
away on their cell phones. I
imagine that it must be difficult to be motivated for
school. Degrees and trades
aren’t valued here; doc-

Junior Class Total:

tors, teachers, construction
workers, government jobs,
all earn the same wage,
about $15 to $20 per month,
which ends up being significantly less than that of a
taxi driver or a tour guide.
It’s a culture of accepting, of passively living in
the moment. A friend of
mine told me that Cubans
are like dolphins. They’re
up to their necks in water.
They keep on laughing to
keep from crying. People
feel incredibly trapped.
Many want to leave and
move to the U.S., but at the
same time, many have an
incredibly powerful sense

of nationalism and pride.
Despite the suffering, they
have no desire to leave.
Living here is an incredibly powerful experience.
When I finally think I have
an understanding of something, it’s contradicted. Despite all the problems and
confusions, this country is
incredibly special and fascinating.
One of the first things
that I was told upon arriving is that, in Cuba, nothing
works. But somehow in the
end, everything is resolved.
While I’m not sure whether
that is hopeful or just indifferent, it’s incredibly true.

Sophomore Class Total: First-Year Class Total:

45

35

42

Answer

Tory Bruch ’14

Adriana Olivares ’15

Dylan Gregory ’16

Marc Ferraro ’17

To whom are the Gates of Hell
dedicated?

David Bates Douglass
and George Wharton
Marriott

I don’t know

Satan?

Beelzebub?

Philander Chase

Who is replacing David
Letterman on The Late Show?

Stephen Colbert

Stephen Colbert

Stephen Colbert

Stephen Colbert

Stephen Colbert

Which cabinet member in
the Obama administration
resigned last week?

Kathleen Sebelius,
Secretary of Health and
Human Services

Secretary of Health

Secretary of Health

Treasurer

Someone named Holden?

What Jewish holiday is
this week?

Passover

Passover

Passover

Passover

Passover

3

3

2

2

Weekly Scores
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A day at work for some, field studies for these students
Nine students are working different jobs across the Gambier and Mount Vernon communities for Visiting Instructor of
Sociology Joseph Ewoodzie’s seminar Ethnographic Methods. Their studies will each culminate in a paper and presentation.
EMMA WELSH-HUGGINS
FEATURES ASSISTANT

Brett and Susan work the
night shift in Kenyon’s Maintenance Department. They empty trash and clean College vehicles. Their shift takes them
across campus — including
to the Brown Family Environmental Center (BFEC). And
all semester, Dan Kipp ’14 has
been right there with them.
Kipp is one of nine students
in Visiting Instructor of Sociology Joseph Ewoodzie’s Ethnographic Methods seminar.
Placed in workplaces both
around campus and in Mount
Vernon, these students have
been conducting field studies
that will all result in a paper, a
presentation and, in many cases, eye-opening experiences.
This story focuses on the
work of three students. Along
with Kipp, Alison Zarider ’15,
Sierra De Leon ’14 and Celia
Cullom ’15 have focused their
fieldwork on members of the
Kenyon Maintenance Department.
Amelia Li ’15, Mary Bank
’14 and Jenny Ware ’15 shadowed AVI workers, while Symone Roberts ’15 and Lauren
Wolfe ’14 have been working
with the swim team.
The class reflects the ability
and ingenuity of both Ewoodzie and the students who have
participated in it wholeheartedly. Throughout this bitter winter and semblance of
spring, Kipp has followed
Brett and Susan on their night
shifts.
“We’re doing … participant
observation, so you’re both
participating and observing
what’s going on,” he said. Kipp
has followed Brett and Susan
on their maintenance route to
buildings such as Farr, Ransom Hall, Olin-Chalmers Library and Peirce — finishing
with the BFEC at the end of
their shift.
Willa Sachs ’16 and Anna
Peery ’14, both sociology majors, have spent the semester working at Mount Vernon
News, which serves as the only
major local news source in the
Mount Vernon area. According to Sachs and Peery, the
staff has been welcoming, kind
and receptive to the project.
“It’s not like a huge urban newspaper or something
where I’m sure you won’t know
a lot of your co-workers,”
Sachs said. “Here it’s such a
close-knit community, so not
only do they know each other,
they know each other’s grandkids and each other’s lives.”
As
Peery
and
Sachs
bounced from department to
department within the newspaper over the course of their

EMMA WELSH-HUGGINS | COLLEGIAN

Top: Dan Kipp ’14 stands with Brett and Susan, two maintenance workers with whom he shadowed on the night
shift this semester. Bottom: The Mount Vernon News press room where Willa Sachs ’16 and Anna Peery ’14 worked.
stay, the focus of the project
evolved. Working one day at
the circulation desk and another in the mailroom, Peery
and Sachs developed a good

relationship with the staff of
the News.
The nature of the newspaper guided Sachs and Peery to
focus their research on “look-

ing at the interactive basis of
the newspaper [as] a whole
and how that shapes how people react to them and react to
each other in the community,”

Sachs said. “We’re sort of surmising that the newspaper acts
as a force that contributes to
the cohesion of the community.”
The easygoing pace of
small-town journalism has led
to a social and hospitable environment, as reporters come in
and out throughout to the day
in pursuit of various stories.
The majority of that cohesion
is a result of hard work by each
reporter and employee to cater
to the desires and interests of
the Mount Vernon community.
For example, a recent story
about a homeless dog at risk of
being euthanized galvanized
the community and made
front-page news.
“People love pets,” Perry
said, laughing.
At a larger publication, similar stories probably wouldn’t
make it further than an overlooked brief. “This newspaper,
I think,” Peery said, “is representative of Mount Vernon.”
While Sachs’s and Peery’s
studies led them to focus on
the community that the Mount
Vernon News has helped to
shape, Kipp centered on the
community in which the maintenance workers participate.
From a sociological perspective, Kipp has been privy
to the hierarchal system of
Kenyon employees during his
fieldwork. Those who are new
to the job, or those who previously worked part-time but
are switching to full-time, are
considered “very low on the
totem pole, and there’s totally
a totem pole,” Kipp said.
“[It’s] based on seniority, [which] gives you a better
chance of whatever [shift] you
want,” he said.
Employees slowly work
their way toward regular
shifts, but this can take more
than a few years of working
the late-night shift. But there
was little sense of bitterness or
frustration from Kipp, Brett
and Susan.
Even as the clock ticked
toward 11 p.m, their easygoing camaraderie pervaded the
nighttime air. The late nights
and elbow grease that went
into Kipp’s research led to him
“really getting to know [Brett
and Susan] and really forming
… a friendship with them.”
“I think I have a slightly
better understanding of how
the school works,” Kipp said.
“I think just my eyes have been
opened to jobs at the school
that need to be done that I
don’t ever think about.”
Smiling, he added, “The
other thing I’ve really taken
away is how to double-bag
trash bags.”
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UPCOMING EVENTS
APRIL 18 | 7 P.M.
Film Screening

APRIL 18 | 7:30 P.M.
Music

APRIL 19 | 3:30 P.M.
Concert

APRIL 19 | 8 P.M.
Concert

“COLOR” FILM: THE
ROYAL TENENBAUMS

OPERA AND MUSICAL
THEATER WORKSHOP

CHINESE MUSIC
ENSEMBLE

JAZZ ENSEMBLE
SPRING CONCERT

GUND GALLERY

ROSSE HALL

BRANDI RECITAL HALL

ROSSE HALL

Seniors explore sexual identity in Gund Gallery show

“

Whether they were yelling at each other over a meal
or making awkward small talk, the cast kept the play
moving along at a fast, energetic pace.”

JULIA WALDOW
DESIGN EDITOR

Every few minutes, the telltale ding of boxing’s ringside bell
echoed throughout the Gund
Gallery Curatorial Classroom as
the cast of Mike Bartlett’s play
Cock prepared to square off.
Tension and frustration brewed
throughout the room as the cast
fought with both each other and
their conflicting feelings about
love and loyalty. A passionate,
spectacularly acted and directed
performance, Cock tackled the
complications associated with
sexuality and relationships.
Performed each night from
April 9 to 11, the play chronicles
John’s (Atticus Koontz ’14) journey to come to terms with his
possible bisexuality after cheating
on his boyfriend (Peter Falls ’14)
with a woman (Rachel Cunningham ’14). As John fights to figure
out who he is, both partners battle for John’s affection. The drama
culminates in an intense dinner-turned-screaming-match in
which the boyfriend’s father (Assistant Professor of Film Jonathan
Sherman) shows up demanding
that John make a decision.
For an intense play revolving
around conflict, Cock, directed
by Greg Culley ’14, did not in-

COURTESY OF JULIA WEINBERG

Cock’s promotional poster contrasts the play, which includes no touching.
volve physical interactions. Faceoffs at the dinner table, flirting on
the subway and sexual behavior
in the bedroom hinged on words

rather than action. This technique allowed the audience and
characters to better emphasize
the complex emotional interac-

tions and struggles John and his
lovers face in regard to their identities and relationships.
The actors handled this emotional roller coaster expertly, navigating transitions between anger,
fear, resentment, guilt and joy in
a smooth, professional manner.
Whether they were yelling at each
other over a meal or making awkward small talk, the cast kept the
play moving along at a fast, energetic pace that kept the audience
members on the edge of their
seats.
Throughout the 90-minute
performance, the cast members
threw themselves into their parts,
and their dedication to their roles
and natural, free-flowing chemistry showed.
Falls shone as the seeminglyconfident boyfriend who outwardly acts with wit and sarcasm,
but once the layers are peeled
back is revealed to be frustrated
and confused.
Cunningham perfectly embodied the opposite of Falls’ character, presenting Koontz with a
more sensitive counterpart and
the prospect of a family. Sher-

man skillfully presented another
viewpoint to the conflict by illustrating his love for his son and his
trust in his son’s relationship during the last scene.
Ultimately, however, Koontz
stole the show. From trading
quick comedic jabs with Falls at
the play’s beginning to crumpling
up on the floor, shaking, at the
end, Koontz demonstrated the
dramatic fall one can experience
due to internal and peer pressure.
His character’s downward spiral
was quick enough to seem engaging, but slow enough to seem
real. His character embodied the
difficult journey individuals take
throughout life to discover how
they can relate to themselves and
others.
Examining the ideas of experimenting sexually, gravitating toward the unfamiliar and figuring
out one’s identity, Cock touched
on issues relevant to many students on Kenyon’s campus. A full
crowd and high praise are a testament to the appeal behind these
long-explored concepts and the
Kenyon drama scene’s prominence and quality.

Lebanese memoirist weaves together art and warfare

Novelist and artist Zeina Abirached spoke last week about her memoir and childhood in Beirut.
ELANA SPIVACK
STAFF WRITER

Zeina Abirached’s most
identifiable features are
her shock of curly hair and
prominent dimples. In her
graphic memoir, A Game
For Swallows: To Die, To
Leave, To Return, Abirached
depicts her younger self with
dots for dimples and an unmistakable mass of black
swirls for hair. These features
are more than ink patterns
— they’re manifestations of
her identity. Likewise, she
imbues her story with a host
of authentic details, giving
life to the story of her childhood in war-ridden Beirut,
Lebanon in the 1980s.
On April 11 in Olin Auditorium, Abirached gave
a presentation on her art,
discussing how her chaotic
childhood became the foundation for her work. She was
born in Beirut in the 1980s
while the Lebanese Civil
War was ravaging the country. She grew up confined to
the eastern side of the city
— the Christian side, as her
book indicates — while her

“

It’s about the emptiness or the fullness. ...
I needed to have an image where I can put a
distance between the reader and the memory
... and black and white is ... very practical to
this.”
Zeina Abirached

neighborhood doubled as a
war zone.
The past seemed so dense
to Abirached that she felt she
couldn’t possibly assemble it
artistically. “I didn’t know
how to write a long story
with memories,” Abirached
said. “And then something
happened to me.” By chance,
she saw her grandmother in
a 1984 documentary about
the war. “‘I think, maybe,
nonetheless, we are more or
less safe here,’” Abirached
quoted her grandmother as
saying, describing how jarring the virtual encounter
was.
Abirached moved to
Paris to pursue her passion,
where she spent a year writing her book. However, in
her memoir Abirached does
not seek to show the terrors

and ravages of war.
“There was a way of having a normal life in parallel to the war,” she said.
Although her family was
confined to the foyer of their
apartment and had to dodge
snipers when they went
outside, they found stability. The child’s point-of-view
gives the reader a sense of
Abirached’s individual experience, in addition to the
broader atrocities of the war.
During her lecture, Abirached recounted how,
through a game called
“Departure, Arrival,” she
learned to recognize the
sounds of different bombs.
She also managed to find
peace in her family’s foyer
through an heirloom — a
tapestry depicting Moses
and the Jews leaving Egypt

on a dragon. “I thought that
this big dragon could protect
us from the outside world,”
she said.
The urge to publish this
story came from her artistic
passion, but even more from
the need to tell a story that so
many Beirut natives longed
to forget. “It was important
to publish because of the
amnesia ... and how we never talk about [the war],” she
said.
Her childhood experiences also allowed her to
achieve beyond what she believed were limited artistic
capabilities. “I didn’t know
that I could do it, but I really
had this strong urge to express this story with pictures
and words,” she said.
The tension in Beirut has
not subsided. “Every time
there is a political tension …
or an attack, … there’s something that comes back in the
relationship between people
and the city,” Abirached said
of modern Beirut. “It’s about
the psychological walls. …
People still have the reflexes
of security.”

Qossay Alsattari ’16 and
Sewar Quran ’17, who both
attended the talk, commented on the dual benefit
of Abirached’s art. They described how, as an artist,
she presents a different side
of the Middle East to those
who are only concerned
with its politics. She “put a
human face on the struggle,”
Alsattari said, discussing
how she underscores people’s resilience.
“People don’t know what
you had to [go through],”
Quran added. They elaborated that Abirached’s work
humanizes the turmoil
in the Middle East that so
many people can’t fathom.
As well as show the chaos of the war, the memoir
also helps convey personal
struggles and emotions, and
portray the courage of those
who managed the burdens
of war.
The aesthetics of the
graphic novel help convey
such feelings. Abirached
makes deliberate choices
with color and space to depict her experience; she only

uses black and white, and often leaves sparse room in the
pages.
“It’s about the emptiness
or the fullness,” she said.
For example, she separately
uses black and white to express the vast emptiness of
Beirut. This stark look also
contributes to the sense of
evoking memory. “I needed
to have an image where I
can put a distance between
the reader and the memory
… and black and white is
… very practical to this.”
Taken from graffiti she’d
seen, her book’s title also
bears weight; she intended
the allusion to swallows in
her memoir title to signify
the constant migration and
transition of the Lebanese
during the war.
Abirached currently is
working on a story about
a piano invented in Beirut
in the 1960s that could play
both western- and easternstyle music. This story also
evokes the city of a different
era: a golden age. “My generation is very nostalgic for
this Beirut,” she explained.
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Cinearts brings indie, Oscar-nominated films to campus
So far this year, the new film club
Cinearts has brought films such as Her
and 12 Years a Slave to campus.
VICTORIA UNGVARSKY
PHOTO EDITOR

It’s hard to see a good
movie during the school
year.
Every cinephile at Kenyon knows the struggles
of figuring out the shuttle schedule and dealing
with the limited selection
at the Mount Vernon Premiere Theatre.
Even then, it is difficult to get access to many
films, both new and old.
But new student group
Cinearts wants to make
movies — mainstream
and indie — an active
part of campus culture.
“We’re filling this void
on campus of being able
to see movies and talk
about film and have film
be part of student life,”
Cinearts President-elect
Eileen Cartter ’16, who
is also the Collegian’s associate copy editor, said.
“Young people are interested in film. It’s good
to be able to have a place
to watch movies and talk
about them.” Cartter is
one of the founding members of Cinearts and will
serve as its president next
year.
The idea for a film organization began with
Natasha Ritsma, the
Gund Gallery’s curator of
academic programs, who
sought to bring movies
to students through the
Gallery. After putting out
f liers during the activi-

ties fair, Ritsma amassed
14 interested students for
Cinearts, a student-run
organization to create a
film community on campus through collaboration with the Gund Gallery.
“We represent the
tastes of the campus.
We’re not just a highbrow film group that only
shows French New Wave
films,” Lauren Berke ’14
said. Berke is the current
president of Cinearts.
Their movie choices have
run the gamut from edgy
documentaries like The
Act of Killing to student
favorites like The Royal
Tenenbaums, which will
play in the Community
Foundation Theater this
Friday at 7 p.m.
The close relationship
with the Gund Gallery
provides Cinearts rare
opportunities to showcase
different films. Typically,
the group looks ahead to
upcoming exhibits at the
Gallery, and plans movies
that thematically fit with
ideas from the show.
One of the Gallery’s
most
recent
shows,
“Color: Theories and
Structures,”
inspired
the screenings for Tenenbaums and A Single
Man. By linking the two
organizations together,
Cinearts invites students
to experience an overarching theme through
different media.

VICTORIA UNGVARSKY | COLLEGIAN

Cinearts at their weekly meeting in a Gund Gallery classroom. New this year, the club currently has 14 members.

“

We represent the tastes of the campus.
We’re not just a high-brow film group that
only shows French New Wave films.”
Lauren Berke ’14, Cinearts President

Although
obtaining
the rights for the less-recent films, such as Before
Sunset, has been relatively
easy, it has proved more
costly to get the rights for
recent, Oscar-nominated
movies, such as 12 Years a
Slave and Her. The rights
for the cheapest films are
about $250, but a new release can run triple that

amount. The money for
the bigger-name films has
come from Social Board,
of which Berke is also the
president.
“We’re [at Kenyon]
during the year, but we
also want to be able to see
the movies that are shown
in other places,” Cartter
said about the availability
of films.

Besides showing films,
Cinearts is searching for
more avenues to share
their members’ passion
for film. During Oscar
season, the organization
hosted a lunch discussion
with Professor of Drama
Jon Tazewell about the
nature of awards shows
within Hollywood and
for moviegoers.
“He was asking us,
‘What do the Oscars
mean for movies?’” Cartter said. “‘Is it a valid way
of judging a film? What
do we associate with the

value of Oscars? Why do
we get excited about it every year?’”
For a new organization, Cinearts has already
accomplished an impressive amount. “I like being
a part of a film community,” Berke said. “I just
really like talking about
movies and it’s really cool
to have a group where we
talk about movies every
week, and we can transform that into a group for
the whole campus so everyone can participate in
that community.”

LITTLE SHOP OF HORRORS

COURTESY OF CHEYENNE CARDELL

Brave Potato did a knock-out job putting on
Little Shop of Horrors this past weekend as the
cast enraptured the audience with the classic
and beloved musical.
Even when members of the cast were not in
the spotlight, they stayed in character and set
the scene in the small theater. It was impressive watching the ensemble’s members play a

number of different roles throughout the performance. In addition, multiple cast members
played the plant Audrey II — a constant, physical
reminder that it was alive and in charge. Particularly notable were the leads, Andrew Perricone
’17 and Kendall Theroux ’17, who moved the audience with their tragic love story, but alternated it
with comedy and lightheartedness.

The play had a huge turnout, with people even
willing to sit on the floor in the Black Box Theater
to see it. As the cast sung the finale — “Don’t
Feed the Plants” — audience members were in
for a shocking surprise as Audrey II separated
and actors slithered toward the audience while
silly string fell from the ceiling.
-Gwendolyn Lloyd
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Rolling out the red carpet for Kenyon’s Tommy Awards
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The Kenyon College Dance and Drama Club will host the revived award ceremony tomorrow night in Gund Commons.
INDIA AMOS
STAFF WRITER

Forget the Tonys. This
year’s most coveted award is
the Tommy. Named in honor of late Professor Emeritus
of Drama Thomas Turgeon,
who passed away in January 2013, the Kenyon College Dance and Drama Club
(KCDC) honors its members
with this distinctive award in
a quirky awards ceremony
that is unlike any other the
College offers.
In order to become a
member of KCDC, individuals have to earn a minimum
of 40 KCDC points — gained
by working in theatre performance, dance performance,
design and technical, and
stage management. Bolton
Players and Hill Players are
different statuses earned
by KCDC members. A Hill
Player must have worked approximately 450 hours on
KCDC shows while a Bolton
Player will have worked
around 750 hours on KCDC
shows.
Greg Culley ’14, president
of KCDC, shed some light on
the nature of the awards ceremony he helped resurrect.
“They are technically the
Thomas Turgeon Memorial
Awards, and they are for the
Kenyon College Dance and
Drama Club,” Culley said.
“Basically, [they span] 13
categories, celebrating the
achievements of the work
that was done this year and

[during] the KCDC season.”
Culley noted the candidates for the 13 awards are
nominated by the the Drama Department’s faculty
and staff, senior-class KCDC
members, and the Bolton
and Hill Players. Those
nominations are then voted
on by faculty and staff and
all KCDC members.
“They get a list of every

to honor the brilliance of
today’s players in the Kenyon theatre scene but also to
commemorate Turgeon. The
tradition is one that started
three decades ago.
“This actually was something they did back in the
’80s,” Culley said.
Aaron Lynn ’14, who has
been nominated for Best
Actor as Denny in A Steady

Rain,
single
has acted,
person
assistant
who did
stage mananything across
aged and
those categories
designed throughwe have,” Culley
out his KCDC casaid. “They select
reer. For Lynn, the
top-five nominees in
Tommys “are a great
the acting and the
way to celebrate the
ensemble catachievements
egories, and
of everyone
a top three
involved in
in all the othKCDC proer categories, NICK ANANIA | COLLEGIAN ductions at Kelike directing
nyon.”
and choreography, so whoKCDC decided recentever comes out with that gets ly to start producing the
nominated, and the faculty awards ceremony again, and
and staff and all the mem- Culley played a large role in
bers of KCDC vote on who the resurrection and executhe winners are.”
tion of the event.
The Tommy Awards are
“[The Tommys] started in
one of KCDC’s final collab- the ’80s,” he said, “but it went
orative efforts for the school out because it takes a lot of efyear; they are used not only fort [to put on]. And last year

I was on the [KCDC] board
as secretary, and we got really
interested in the idea, and we
decided we would be able to
bring it back.”
With a desire to honor
one another, as well as the
greats from their organization’s past, it is no wonder the
members of the club are taking the project on with such
gusto.
And what do these talented Tommy winners receive
as a prize?
“[The original awards
hosts] came up with this
thing where [Turgeon] posed
for a picture, and he is standing there in the Oscar pose,”
Culley said. “...That’s what
the award is. It’s a foam
board with a picture of him
on it. It’s nice.”
With such admiration for
their peers, as well as their respect for their predecessors,
the members of KCDC are
eagerly awaiting the Tommy
awards ceremony, which will
be held tomorrow in Gund
Ballroom. Natalie Margolin
’14 and Elizabeth Gambal
’14 will be the event’s emcees.
While the ceremony itself is
invitation-only, all of the Kenyon community can expect
to hear about the buzz created by the glamorous Tommy
awards for weeks to come.
And if that’s not enough?
Gambal has hinted that there
may or may not be a dance
performance to look forward
to during the show.

A Sampling of Nominees
Best Performance by an Actress in
a Leading Role
∎∎
∎∎
∎∎
∎∎
∎∎

Rachel Cunningham as Dotty Otley
in Noises Off
Elizabeth Gambal as Fran in The
Power of Punctuation
Natalie Margolin as Jenny in The
Power of Punctuation
Shelby Green as Lady Macbeth in
Macbeth
Kisky Holwerda as Venus in Venus in
Fur

Best Performance by an Actor in a
Leading Role
∎∎
∎∎
∎∎
∎∎
∎∎

Ryan Drake as Jean in Miss Julie
Peter Falls as Lloyd Dallas in Noises
Off
Doug Healy as Jeff in Lobby Hero
Ben Kress as Joey in A Steady Rain
Aaron Lynn as Denny in A Steady
Rain

Best Ensemble (Drama)
∎∎
∎∎
∎∎
∎∎
∎∎

The Arabian Nights
Macbeth
Noises Off
The Power of Punctuation
A Steady Rain

Best Ensemble (Dance)
∎∎
∎∎
∎∎
∎∎
∎∎

a medias (halfway)
Lynchtown
Sing in Your Sleep
Victrola
wait, Traveling daughters

Amish songs are just ‘Beachy’ at community event
INDIA AMOS
STAFF WRITER

Selling hand-woven baskets
and homemade jams on Middle Path on any given day, the
Amish often only interact with
Kenyon students in this capacity.
But the Beachy family, a local
Amish family, seeks to resolve
this distance through their
community-oriented event: an
Amish Sing. The family came to
Peirce Hall on Tuesday to regale
listeners with their tunes.
Sponsored by the Rural Life
Center, the event was intended
to expand interactions between
Kenyon students, faculty and
staff, community members and
the local Amish community.
Professor of Sociology Howard Sacks, director of the Rural
Life Center, wrote in an email
that he believes Kenyon-Amish
interactions are highly valuable.
“The Amish emphasis on the
value of community offers a
critical perspective on the perils
of radical individualism in our
everyday lives,” Sacks said. “In
these and other ways, engaging
with the Amish offers a valuable
perspective on the assumptions

underlying our chosen way of
life.”
Whether in a religious context, at school or as a social device, singing holds great importance within the Amish culture.
The Amish come into contact now more than ever before
with the greater community,
mainly due to the commercial
connections that have developed between the two parties;
the Amish, however, still define
themselves as a unique group.
Their affinity for singing, as
well as their singing practices in
general, are a critical aspect of
their culture.
However, rather than shy
away from the differences between the Amish community
and those who participate in
different practices, the Amish
are proud of their differences
and wish to share them with the
Kenyon community.
This Tuesday during Common Hour in Peirce Lounge, the
Beachy family gave a captivating presentation of one of their
cultural traditions. An Amish
“Sing” is welcome to anyone
who wishes to learn about a culture that is one of Kenyon Col-

lege’s closest and kindest neighbors.
Sacks said he thinks the Sing
was successful and provided enjoyable interaction between the
Beachy family and the Kenyon
community.

“I was very pleased with
the session,” Sacks said. “The
Amish sing attracted a diverse
audience from the Kenyon and
surrounding communities. Jacob Beachy does a wonderful job presenting Amish mu-

sic and life, and the audience
asked very thoughtful questions that advanced the conversation. The Beachy family
stayed for lunch at Peirce after
the event, and they really enjoyed meeting students.”

Student Storage & Shipping
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Softball suffers sweeps at hands of Terriers and Bishops
RICHARD PERA
STAFF WRITER

Following a 1-3 start to conference play, the Kenyon softball
team felt it had righted the shop after splitting two series against traditionally strong Wittenberg and
Otterbein last week.
The turned corner was more of
an illusion, however — the Ladies
got swept in two doubleheaders
this past weekend against conference foes Ohio Wesleyan University (OWU), 8-0 and 13-5, and
Hiram College, 4-3 and 3-2. The
losses dropped Kenyon’s record
to 17-13, and a poor 2-8 in the
North Coast Athletic Conference
(NCAC).
The Ladies struggled mightily
against the Battling Bishops in all
facets of the game. Third baseman
Lindsey Susolik ’16 attributed the
team’s difficulties to a complacent
mindset.
“Coming off the win at Otterbein, we were excited,” she said. “I
think we came in with the mentality that, ‘It’s just OWU,’ and ‘We
don’t really have to play as hard
as we did with [Wittenberg].’ We
[thought we could] give up a run
or two and come back, and then no
one took it on individually to step
up on their own.”
Kenyon never got going in game
one. OWU never trailed, thanks in
large part to defensive errors and
successful hitting, but only led by
three runs going into the sixth inning.
Then, the game was all but decided when the visitors launched a
grand slam on an 0-2 count with
two outs.
Kenyon lost 8-0, and staff ace
Maddy Stark ’15 took the loss.
The Ladies finally got on the
board in game two, but not until the Bishops built a 12-0 lead
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Maddy Stark ’15, above, watches as one of her teammates slides safely back into the first-base bag. In the circle against Hiram College, Stark took two losses.
through four innings. Kenyon lost
13-5, with pitcher Sylvie Thomas
’17, pulled after the fourth inning,
charged with the defeat.
Sunday saw a much better
showing from the Ladies, who
stuck right with conference foe
Hiram, falling by only one run in
both contests.
Game one began well for the
visiting Ladies, who jumped out to
a 2-0 lead in the first half-inning by
taking advantage of a throwing error.
An RBI double by Susolik and a
sacrifice fly by center fielder Dani-

elle Elizarraraz ’16 put Kenyon
ahead.
After a three-run burst by the
Terriers in the fourth inning, Stark
responded with a game-tying double to right-center. It was all for
naught, however, as Hiram scored
the would-be game-winning run
in the next half inning. The Terriers won, 4-3.
The second act proved to be the
weekend’s most frustrating contest.
The Ladies, playing behind
Stark, who also started the first
game, held a 3-0 advantage in the

final inning, but Kenyon mounted
a fierce comeback sparked by a solo
home run to left-center by designated hitter Molly O’Connor ’16.
With two outs, the Ladies proceeded to load the bases, scoring
one run by way of a Susolik walk.
With the score at 3-2 and the bags
full, first baseman Chelsea Delaney ’15 grounded into a fielder’s
choice and Kenyon fell short once
again.
With three more NCAC doubleheaders remaining on their
schedule, the Ladies are running
out of time to turn things around.

The team will travel to the College
of Wooster on Friday, April 18 for
its next opportunity.
Susolik said that Kenyon must
reorient its approach in order to
get back in the “win” column.
“We need to take on the mentality of doing this for [ourselves],
doing this for [the] team,” she said.
“We can’t just swing at everything
we see. I think we should really
prove ourselves in these last few
weeks. I really don’t want to sound
pessimistic, but there’s nothing to
lose at this point, so why not go all
out?”

DeLeon, Lagasse, Willett obliterate old records at meets
IAN ROUND
STAFF WRITER

Sierra DeLeon ’14,
Jenna Willett ’14 and
Sam Lagasse ’16 continued their record-breaking season this weekend. Willett and Lagasse
broke the Kenyon records
in the women’s and men’s
10,000-meter on April 12
at the Bucknell University Bison Outdoor Classic.
DeLeon broke her own
record in the women’s
100-meter hurdles at the
All-Ohio Championships
at Ohio Wesleyan University.
“I think it was a great
experience for both of
them,” said Head Coach

Duane Gomez, who traveled the six hours to
Bucknell University in
Lewisburg, Pa. with Lagasse and Willett. “They
couldn’t have run any
faster.”
The Bucknell meet
featured NCAA Division I runners and the
top Division III runners
in the country. Lagasse
finished 28th out of 38
runners, breaking Ben
Hildebrand’s ’02 2002
Kenyon record by about
29 seconds with a time of
31:01.02. Willett placed
11th out of 37 and broke
her own school record,
which she set in 2012,
by more than 45 seconds

“

The competition really pushed me. I was
hoping to set a new record since I had the previous record from my sophomore year.”
Jenna Willett ’14

with a time of 36:27.43.
Gomez said the two
ran at Bucknell because
the field was more competitive than at the AllOhio Championships. He
said runners move faster
when they’re in groups of
faster people.
“There’s no way they
could have run that fast at
All-Ohio,” he explained.
“The competition really pushed me,” Willett
said. “I was hoping to set
a new record since I had

the previous record from
my sophomore year, and
I feel like I am in better shape now than I was
back then.”
Willett said she “sort
of teamed up for the first
half of the race” with a
runner from Denison
University. “Since it is
such a long race it really
helps to have someone to
run with,” Willett said.
“That’s something that I
love about running. We
were both helping each

other out so that we could
both run faster times.”
Both
10,000-meter
races at Bucknell were
at night. Gomez said
the women’s heat began
around 9:40 p.m. and the
men’s began around 10:20
p.m. He said running under the lights is always
exciting, partly because
the air is cooler at night
than during the day.
“You just feel like
you’re f lying the entire
way when you’re running
at night,” Gomez said.
As for the rest of the
team, Lizzie Halper ’15
and Abby Arace ’16 finished fourth and fifth in
the women’s 10,000-me-

ter at the All-Ohio Championships.
“Abby and Lizzie ran
the perfect race,” Gomez
said. “They just followed
the race plan. It was great
teamwork to run side-byside for 25 laps.”
Despite
individual successes, the men’s
team placed last out of 20
teams at the meet while
the women’s team placed
10th out of 19 teams. Nat
Fox ’16 had the highest
finish of any Lord, finishing 11th in the 800-meter
run.
The teams will return home to the Kenyon
Spring Invitational this
Saturday.
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Men’s tennis dominates NCAC foes

Though playing split-squad may be risky for a small team
like Kenyon’s, the strategy led to two wins for the Lords.
ALEX PIJANOWSKI
STAFF WRITER

Losses were hard to come
by for Lords tennis this week.
The team did not drop a single match across two competitions against conference
opponents.
The team sent two squads
to competition; roughly one
half of the team traveled to
Wooster, Ohio to take on the
College of Wooster, and the
remaining portion headed to
Oberlin, Ohio for a meeting
with Oberlin College.
“It was a little weird, but
at the same time, we already
knew that we were going to
go [to Wooster] with half our
team,” Nick Fiaschetti ’17
said of the two-pronged approach. “We wanted to come
out with a victory, and we
did.”
The wins pushed the
Lords’ record to 14-6 and 2-0
in conference. Jacob Huber
’15 led the unit that went into
battle against Wooster with
a 6-0, 6-3 victory over Willy
Nelson of Wooster at No. 1

singles. Huber then teamed
up with Davis Thrailkill
’15 to dispatch the Fighting
Scots’ No. 2 doubles team.
Tristan Kaye ’16 also turned
in a commanding 6-1, 6-3
victory in his No. 3 singles
match.
Five of nine events in the
Wooster match included
contributions from first-year
players. Costas Alevizopolous ’17, Fiaschetti and Mike
Roberts ’17 all earned both
singles and doubles victories
against Wooster. The opportunity to play important
matches so early in his career
is important, Fiaschetti said.
“I think it’s important
for me to just help my team
as much as I can,” Fiaschetti
said.
Wade Heerboth ’15 has
begun to assert himself as a
top-of-the-lineup player, and
this development was on display at No. 1 singles, when
he took down his opponent
7-6, 6-2. Heerboth also secured an important No. 1
singles match in last week’s

6-3 victory over Denison
University. Heerboth said his
approach to practicing has
changed slightly now that he
has assumed this position.
“I need to be focused every day, because every day in
practice I need to pretend like
I’m in a match,” Heerboth
explained. “That way, in a
match I can always be at my
highest level, and playing at
No. 1 [singles], I have to be at
my highest level every day.”
Sam Geier ’16 has probably been the most consistent
and reliable athlete on the
team this season, and his victory at No. 2 singles was his
team-leading 21st personal
victory in singles play.
For Tim Rosensteel ’15,
the depth demonstrated by
the team’s performance this
week depended as much on
a shared mentality as on a
wealth of talent.
“The unique thing about
tennis is that, no matter what
position you’re playing, a
point’s a point,” Rosensteel
said. “This pressure on ev-

eryone to play as well as they
can — that’s the great equalizer for the sport.”
Although the team was
divided, Geier said it is always imperative for the team
to maintain its usual enthusiasm under any circumstances.
“Our coach reminded
us before the match that we
had to keep the energy up on
court,” Geier explained.
“All the guys at Wooster
were very fired up, because
they knew that we had to
show up and play well,” said
Head Coach Scott Thielke,
who attended the Wooster
match. “[My other coaches]
felt that the atmosphere was
really good at Oberlin also.”
Tonight, the Lords will
face Allegheny College in
Meadville, Pa. in a rescheduled match at 5:30 p.m. That
match is the final time Kenyon will face a conference
opponent before the NCAC
tournament begins. On Saturday, April 19, the team
will wrap up its regular season campaign against Carnegie Mellon University in
Pittsburgh.

Baseball’s woes continue, drop 3 straight
NOAH GURZENSKI
STAFF WRITER

After dropping three of
four games to Oberlin College last weekend, Kenyon’s
baseball team (10-16, 1-7 in
conference) hoped to win
its first season series this
past Saturday and Sunday
against Wittenberg University in a non-division
matchup. After taking the
first game in convincing
fashion 13-7, Kenyon fell to
Wittenberg 2-4 in extra innings and lost the final two
games of the series 5-4 and
7-4.
Down 1-0 in the first inning of the first game with
runners on first and second
base, Sam Gillespie ’16 came
through with an RBI single
to right field to put Kenyon
on the board. Co-Captain
Nate Lotze ’14 proceeded to
clear the bases with a standup triple to right center, and
crossed home plate during
the ensuing at-bat on a wild
pitch, putting Kenyon up
4-1.
Kenyon continued to
pile it on in the second inning, with Tyler Roldan ’17
bringing in two Lords with
a single to center. Lotze delivered again with a basesloaded single to center to
make the score 7-1. With
the game tied at seven in the
fourth, Kenyon retook the
lead for good with a six-run
sixth inning en route to the
13-7 victory.
Lotze attributed the vic-

THIS WEEK IN
KC ATHLETICS
Men’s lacrosse
Senior Day proved especially sweet for the men’s lacrosse
team, which triumphed over the Hiram College Terriers
19-4 on Saturday, April 12.
All five of the team’s seniors started, with three of them
making an impact on offense. Zach Arlia ’14, Caleb Florence
’14 and Dan Muller ’14 scored two goals apiece, while on defense, Brendan Casey ’14 and Victor Progar ’14 each caused
a turnover.
Riding momentum from their dominant win over
Hiram, Kenyon took on the College of Wooster yesterday
afternoon. Despite striking first and carrying a 3-2 lead
into halftime, the Lords ultimately fell 4-7 in a contest that
went back and forth in the first half. A goal by Alex Lopez
’17 38 seconds before halftime gave Kenyon a one-goal lead.
However, the Fighting Scots surged ahead late in the second
half, scoring four goals in the final 22 minutes of play and
earning the victory.
Kenyon’s record now stands at 8-6 overall and 3-3 in
conference. The Lords travel to Greencastle, Ind. this weekend to play DePauw University on Saturday, April 19 in their
— Nina Zimmerman

Women’s lacrosse

Despite a blowout win last Wednesday, April 9,
the women’s lacrosse team wasn’t able to carry its
momentum over to the weekend. The Ladies went up
against Allegheny College this past Saturday, falling
to the Gators by a final score of 12-6.
Kenyon jumped ahead to an early 3-2 lead, but a
series of four Allegheny goals before the end of the
first half gave the Gators a 6-3 advantage at halftime.
“[The early goals] really gave us momentum heading in, but then Allegheny came out real physical and
really took over the game that second half,” Head
Coach Meredith Buzzi said.
The Ladies didn’t get their next goal until the
17-minute mark in the second half, when Caroline
Shipman ’15 and Amy Morgan ’14 scored within twoand-a-half minutes of each other. Co-Captain Alex
Bair ’14 scored the last Kenyon goal of the game, after
another string of four Allegheny goals.
This loss now puts the Ladies at 8-4 overall and
2-3 in conference play. The Ladies visit the College of
Wooster this Saturday for a 1 p.m. game.
“We just want to make sure our stick skills are
sharp and we can implement the game plan we want
to run,” Buzzi said.

Golf

KRISTEN HUFFMAN | COLLEGIAN

Josh Jacobvitz ’15, above, earned a no-decision in Kenyon’s 13-7 game one win over Wittenberg.
tory in part to Kenyon’s
tenacity at the plate. “Everyone just had aggressive
at-bats and we were ready to
jump on their pitchers early,
and we were hitting fastballs,” he said.
Wittenberg struck first
once again in the first inning of game two, but
Roldan tied things up with
a single to right field, driving in Kyle Hardacker ’15
from second. Co-Captain
Jake Dunn ’15 gave Kenyon
the lead in the third with a
solo home run over the leftfield wall.
With the game tied at
two through seven innings,
the game went into extras.
Wittenberg took advantage
immediately in the top of
the eighth inning, scoring
two runs and silencing Ke-

nyon’s offense in the bottom
frame for the 4-2 win.
“That loss was really
frustrating,” Lotze said.
“And after the game we
talked and tried to kind of
clean the slate going into
Sunday.”
Looking forward to a
fresh start, Kenyon traveled to play games three and
four of the series at Wittenberg. In game three, Kenyon found itself in a 6-1 hole
through three innings, with
Casey Rosenfeld ’17 scoring
the lone run for Kenyon in
the first inning. Undeterred
by the deficit, Roldan drove
in two runs in the fifth inning to bring Kenyon within three.
The Lords added a run in
each of the final two innings
to come within one of Wit-

tenberg, but fell short 5-6.
Hoping to tie the series,
Kenyon started off strong
in the final game, with Lotze blasting a two-run home
run to take an early lead.
But Wittenberg scored the
next five runs of the game,
and an RBI single from
Dunn in the fifth and a
solo home run off the bat
of Connor Bingham ’17 in
the sixth weren’t enough
to make up the deficit. The
Lords dropped the final
game of the series 4-7.
“It was kind of the same
problems on Sunday,” Lotze
said. “We were right there,
but just didn’t have the big
hits in the right spots.”
Kenyon looks to get back
on track in a four-game series against Allegheny College this weekend.
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— Reed Dickerson

Consistency has been a point of emphasis all
spring for the Lords golf team, and over the weekend they inched closer to attaining it. The Lords
shot rounds of 304 and 307 en route to a third-place
finish out of nine teams in the Ted Barclay Invitational.
“I have been talking to the team all season about
consistency, and I think the team is getting to that
point in their games now,” Head Coach Grant Wallace said.
In Saturday’s opening round, four out of five
Lords scored in the 70s on the par-71 course. Alex
Blickle ’15 led the way with 74, with Jordan Harlacher ’16 close behind at 76.
Sunday’s second round was much of the same for
the Lords, with Blickle shooting a 74 and Jacob Fait
’16 netting a 73, an improvement on his first-round
score by three strokes.
After all the scores were tallied, the Lords captured third place behind conference foes Wittenberg
University and Denison University.
“With seven teams in our conference there, [the
meet] helps show where we stand currently,” Wallace said. “This should give us good momentum
heading into conferences.”
This weekend the Lords’ starters will get a rest
before conferences while the rest of the team participates in the Mount Vernon Nazarene University
Cougar Golf Classic.
— John Bray
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SERF-ing ahead: men’s Ultimate advances to regionals
ESTEBAN BACHELET
SPORTS ASSISTANT

“My arms are really tired
from giving high-fives. My left
arm really hurts; I was hitting
people’s hands so hard,” CoCaptain Max Dugan ’14 said
after the Kenyon College Men’s
Ultimate Team, also known as
SERF, demolished the competition at the Division III
Conference Championships in
Columbus and earned a spot at
Regionals.
SERF came into the tournament with a chip on their
shoulder, after Ultimate journalists and writers predicted
Kenyon might fall off its dominating perch.
Sweeping the tournament
with a perfect 6-0 record,
SERF safely reestablished its
dominance and won its fourth
straight conference tournament.
“This was us basically telling
people we’re actually still the
best team,” Dugan said. “Every
year we’ve been the best; we
were really dominant this year.”
SERF scored a combined 89
points against the competition
while only ceding a total of 20
points.
The team made short work
of Franciscan University of
Steubenville, winning 15-6,
and Ohio Northern University,
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Co-Captain Max Dugan ’14, above, led SERF to a 6-0 finish at their conference tournament over the weekend.
freezing them 15-5.
SERF even established clear
distance between the next best
team at the tournament, Oberlin College, by dominating their
rival 15-5. SERF entered the
Oberlin match with increased
adrenaline and intensity.
“They are very good this
year, with a very good mental-

ity, and they keep coming back
even when you know they’re
down,” Dugan said of Oberlin.
“We really just white-washed
them. We beat them mentally,
bringing more intensity each
time.”
SERF then beat Xavier University 15-5, Denison University 14-7, and Franciscan again

in the final, 15-7. Kenyon’s
squad played so well that the
opposition used mostly secondary lines to rest its starting
players.
SERF relied on its top two
handlers, Sam Ross ’14 and
Dugan, to lead them.
A general sense of positivity also buoyed the team.

With each point, SERF grew
in confidence. This confidence
showed on the field as players
demonstrated few, if any, technical mistakes.
“Technically we’re great, but
we’ve had that in past years;
this year mentally we’re just
way better than any team we’ve
played,” Dugan said.
SERF will now shoot for
first place at Regionals before
potentially heading to Division
III Nationals.
In the past, SERF opted to
play in Division I Nationals,
after winning Regionals, in
order to face tougher competition. This year, SERF will play
DIII Nationals if they win at
Regionals.
“It’ll just be more fun to go
to DIII Regionals and Nationals, than to go to a tournament
where you know at the end of
the day we don’t have that good
of a chance of getting to nationals,” Dugan said. “If we get
to DIII Nationals that will just
be fun.”
SERF’s winning mentality
is founded on camaraderie, because the players’ care for one
another shows on the field.
“The team has made a really good effort as a group, as
a collective, to be positive and
fun and to support your teammates,” Dugan said.

Not being held for Ransom: women’s ultimate moves on
ESTEBAN BACHELET
SPORTS ASSISTANT

While SERF dominated its conference tournament in Columbus, the
Kenyon women’s Ultimate
team, Ransom, hosted its
own conference tournament over the weekend.
Down on Kenyon’s
intramural fields, amid
muddy terrain, sunburned
skin, wind-tossed hair
and countless Gatorade
bottles sprawled on fresh
grass, Ransom earned its
second bid to Division III
Regionals in three years
at the Ohio Conference
Championships.
Ransom finished the
two-day tournament in
second place in a field of
eight Ohio teams, picking up a 2-1 record in pool
play but losing to the College of Wooster in the final.
“I feel really good about
how our team played,”
Co-Captain Emma Pea-

slee ’14 said.
Ransom quickly dispatched Xavier University
13-7 and Oberlin College
14-5 before losing the last
game of pool play to eventual champions College of
Wooster, 11-12.
The loss featured intense back-and-forth action by the two premier
teams in the Conference.
President Sean Decatur
and his son Owen were
among the eager spectators lining the field and
cheering the players on.
“We had about 25 fans,
which we’ve never had before,” Peaslee said.
“Every time one of us
would make a great play,
the crowd would make
noise and we’ve never experienced that before,” she
added. “It was really cool
to see us step up and make
really big plays.”
Ransom demonstrated
the ability to stay with
Wooster and even threat-
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Sarah Miller ’15 and Freeland Ellis ’17 fight for the airborne disc on defense over the weekend.
ened to win the game.
Blustering wind kept the
game in check, however,
as Wooster made a few
cutting throws to seal the
win.
“We lost by one point;
you can’t really ask for a
better game than that,”
Co-Captain Tracy Curtin

’14 said.
The loss did not derail
Ransom and the team returned on Sunday to face
Ohio Wesleyan University
(OWU) for the semi-final
with high spirits and eager
determination.
OWU could not keep
up with a Ransom team

featuring a talented mix of
first-year players and fouryear veterans.
Ransom won the game
by a five-point margin,
13-7, to advance to the final.
Unlike the close nature of the first game, this
time Wooster jumped out

to an early lead and never looked back, defeating
Ransom by a wide margin, 15-5.
Howling winds made
the disc toss and turn,
rarely reaching its intended target for either team.
“I think a huge factor was the wind,” Curtin
said. “In future practices,
we’re going to work on our
offense [so we] can compete more strongly in the
wind.”
Having already qualified for Regionals, Ransom utilized the full
depth of its approximately
30-player roster.
“We worked as a collective unit; this is the
biggest team we’ve ever
had,” Peaslee explained.
“Obviously we’d love to
go to Nationals, but that
is not really our team philosophy,” Curtin said.
Instead, Ransom looks
to stay grounded and focused on Regionals.

